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Harlan Glenn

AKCA Chairman

529 W. Blueridge Ave.

Orange, CA 92867

December 6, 2007
To all AKCA clubs,

The following action is strongly advised for all AKCA clubs holding koi and/or goldfish shows.

In addition to the proper tank disinfecting prior to the show, after each show, clubs should ensure that used water in the tanks has been treated with bleach prior to discharge into sanitary sewers.  The recommended treatment is two cups of normal household bleach (5.25% sodium hypochlorite) per 500 gallons of show tank water, mixed and allowed to stand for a minimum of one half hour – see Table 1 below.  If the treated water is to be discharged onto the ground or into another potential water source, residual bleach should be first neutralized by dosing with sodium thiosulfate.  A stock solution, the “Mix,” may be made by adding 4 oz (by weight) of sodium thiosulfate crystals to one gallon of distilled water – see Table 2 below for volume of the “Mix” to be added to neutralize the bleach recommended in Table 1.

Show tank water volume
Volume of household bleach to be added

(gallons)
(ounces)
(tablespoons)
(teaspoons)

500
16.0
32.0
96

300
9.6
19.2
58

100
3.2
6.4
19

50
1.6
3.2
10

20
0.6
1.3
4

10
0.3
0.6
2

Table 1

Show tank water volume
"Mix" volume to neutralize the bleach

(gallons)
(ounces)
(tablespoons)
(teaspoons)

500
16.0
32.0
96

300
9.6
19.2
58

100
3.2
6.4
19

50
1.6
3.2
10

20
0.6
1.3
4

10
0.3
0.6
2

Table 2

Stating the obvious: Do not add bleach to water containing fish.

Taking this action will signal USDA/APHIS that the koi community is anxious to self-regulate and to do what we can to preclude the potential spread of disease.

Sincerely,

Harlan Glenn

AKCA Chairman

