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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Business  

� � � � � � � � � �

a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its culture 
 
b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public welfare and 
the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest. 
 
c) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi. 
 
d) To promote Nishiki Koi 
 
BUSINESS 
 
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition 
 
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds 
 
c) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
a)  A qualified member must be interested in pond culture 
 
b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good standing and 
have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately 
 
c) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if a member is found guilty of negligence of his duty, is 
against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or insults the Club. 

� � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � � � �

President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Constance Richardson 
concy@earthlink.net 
(520) 546-6402 

Treasurer Faye & Winton Hall 
(520) 297-1253 
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2007 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

28th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 794-8695 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wandakarlik@aol.com 
(520) 572-0060 

 

� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � �  �

Thank you Martha and Dan for opening your home and Koi Pond to us. We all had a wonderful time. 
 
Pond Tour 2007 was a big success. Congratulations to Ken (pond #11) who was awarded the people’s choice 
award. A great job well done . It is everyone, like you, that makes our club what it is.  I thank all of you for all 
of your hard work and time to make this club the best there is. Thanks again. 
 
Another Big thanks goes out to Al and Kou Melvin for hosting our June meeting.  Another beautiful pond to see, 
and look at those Koi. Life does not get any better than this, does it? 
 
The AKCA seminar is just around the corner. We hope all of you have a great time and bring back a bunch of 
knowledge to share with the club. 
 
For the love of koi, 
 
 Bob Panter , President S.A.K.A. 
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Welcome New Members: 

Dwayne Arnspiger , Dennis Beard, Kevin Black, Boyd Gledhill, Jana Gledhill, Judy Hutchinson, Rick Kirlin, 
Linda Kirlin, Debi Mitchell, Tim Moore, Kim Moore, Brian Mosely, Jodi Mosley, Nathan Novack, Christina 
Peterson, Mary Rash,  Steve Sage, Jane Sage, Ron Shaw, Elena Sheveler, Evgeni Sheveler, , John Thomas, 
Sharon Thomas, Scott Wermie, Sue Wermie, , Jerry Wilson, Karen Wilson, Joe Zhou, Lynn Zhou 

Congratulations: 

Dave and Debby Young celebrated their 6th anniversary May 4th during the pond tour 
Darleen and Bob Panter’s son Steve’s upcoming wedding this month 

Condolences: 

Darleen Panter’s father passed away early this month. Our thoughts and prayers to Darleen and family for their 
loss.  

Koi Adoption:  

Faye and Winton Hall still have small koi for adoption.  

� � 	 
 � � � � � �

Raffle Tickets: Raffle Tickets are $1/ea (5 for $6) for UV Filter or 1/4 HP William Lim pump and are available 
for purchase at the June and July meetings. You must be present to win at the annual potluck at Mountain View 
Koi Fish and Aquatic Plants in Hereford, Az. 
 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse 
the host up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for  meetings in 
2008. We’d like to see your  pond! 
 
Editor ’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a 
variety of sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are 
responsible for the health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort 
is made to review these articles before including them in the newsletter. 
 
Please contact me if you would like to get your newsletter via email – it’s quicker and in color! 

� � � � � 
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 � � � � �

The upcoming 26th AKCA Seminar in Phoenix June 21-24th needs SAKA member  volunteers for some 
activities – Please contact  Debby Young 237-5249 if you are willing to spend a 4 hour shift to work at the 
Seminar- receive a $50 rebate per shift, max up to your total seminar registration fee paid and your paid hotel 
room bill less any SAKA Scholarship. Receipts must be submitted to Faye Hall no later than the July SAKA 
meeting:  
 
The convention center is located across the parking lot from the hotel and has tons of free parking.  
1) Vendor show on Friday & Saturday is free at the convention center  
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2) Daily pass for Friday or Saturday is $60 per person at the door  
 
3) How to judge koi on Saturday from 8:00am to 10:30 am is a free event in the convention center. 
  
4) Seminar is in the hotel and the vendor show is in the convention center. 
 
Dr iving Directions to the Seminar /Hotel: 
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With your SAKA Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 Keeling Road 
Tucson, AZ     Hereford, Az 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � #� � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � �$ � � � � � �

Raffle Pr izes: We need businesses to donate raffle prizes for our upcoming November koi show. If any of our 
club members have businesses or work for companies who would like to donate items, gift certificates, etc to 
support the club, please contact Wanda Karlik-Triebel our Raffle Show Person. These prizes can be pond or 
non-pond related.  
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Koi Auction: As part of our annual koi show, club members can donate koi for the club auction. Please contact 
Laurel Nason if you anticipate donating fish so we can anticipate the number of show tanks to reserve for the 
auction. 

� � %�� � � � � � �&	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 � ' � � 
 � 	 � � � �

Date &  Location: May 20, 2007 at Dan and Martha Cover’s Home 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order at by Dave Young at 4:32pm after the Education portion of meeting. 
 
Treasurer ’s Report: Current balance is $13,334.44. 
 
2007 Membership: Current enrollment is 34 members. 
 
Correspondence: Inland Koi Society in Riverside, CA is selling used equipment. We continue to be listed in 
the Water Garden News for free.  
 
Pond Tour  Committee: Debbie Shaw reports:  Good media coverage. The Koi Pond Tour attracted 15 new 
memberships and brought in $1,626. Pond #11 received the “Pond Tour 2007 People’s Choice Award.”  Debbie 
has a list of 18 tentative ponds for 2008. 
  
November  Koi Show: Show Chairman Bob Panter’s research for new venue reports Reid Park want fees, while 
the Chinese Cultural Center is free. 
 
2007 AKCA Seminar  in Phoenix June 21 – 24 at  Phoenix Marriott. Mesa  165 registered as of 5/20/07. 
Workshops include “How to run a Koi show;”  “Koi’s Herpes disease;”  “  AKCA judging;”  “Longfin Judging;”  
“Goldfish Judging;”  “How to design a pond;”  
 
Volunteers needed for registration table and as bus monitors. Scholarships still available: 4 hours of labor = 
$50 reimbursement up to what is spent on seminar registration and hotel accommodations. 
 
Old Business:  
Noel Shaw reports the results of his survey convey preference for beginning the meeting with the education 
portion, followed by the business meeting. Those surveyed like to meet at members’  ponds. 
 
Raffle Tickets at $1/ea (5 for $6) for UV Filter or 1/4 HP William Lim pump will be available at next meeting, 
with drawing at the July meeting. 
 
New Business:  
Backup  location needed for Koi Christmas Party.  
 
Adjournment: Business meeting adjourned at 5:20 pm.  
 
Education:  
Debby Young talked about Water Quality. 
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Water  Quality 
(Debby Young – May’s Education Topic) 

 
Water quality is probably the most important facet in keeping koi.  
What’s the big deal you say? I drink my tap water all the time and it’ s just fine. Well, first, our wet pets do not 
drink the water – they breathe it. 
 
Envision yourself living in the biosphere. Here you are contained, nowhere can you get rid of the toxic carbon 
dioxide (CO2) that you respire and nowhere to get rid of the organic wastes that you produce – sounding a bit 
more like the habitat of your koi??? Yes – They live in a toilet bowl!!! 
To top it off – oxygen makes up 25% of the air, but even in the bet of temperatures the oxygen content of your 
pond water is most likely to be under 10 parts per million (PPM). Did I mention temperature? 
 
TEMPERATURE: 
As the temperature of your pond increases, the amount of oxygen that the water can hold decreases. This is an 
inverse relationship. At 45degrees F, water can hold up to 12 PPM (mg/L). At 70F 9 PPM and at 90F under 6 
PPM. 
 
The temperature of the pond normally follows that of its surroundings but with a delay related to the volume of 
the water. Thus, a smaller pond will change temperatures faster and more closely to the surroundings then a 
larger volume pond. Plants can help add oxygen – during the hot daylight hours. 
 
OXYGEN: 
During daylight, plants do photosynthesis. This is the reaction of taking in CO2 and expelling oxygen (O2)  
Sounds perfect for our pets. However, at night, the reverse happens – respiration. The plants take up the (O2) and 
expel CO2. So run your pumps 24 hours/7 days a week. DO NOT TURN OFF THE PUMP AT NIGHT,  JUST 
BECAUSE THERE IS NO ONE AROUND TO ENJOY IT – THE KOI’S LIFE DEPENDS ON IT! As the 
night passes and daylight is on the horizon, the buildup of CO2 is at its highest point. This CO2 combines with 
the free hydrogen ions in the water and becomes acidic, driving the PH down. 
 
PH: 
PH is the measure of free hydrogen ions in the water. The more free H+ (hydrogen ions), the more acidic the 
water is. Conversely, the more OH- (hydroxyl ions), the more alkaline the water (less H+ ions) becomes. 
 
At 75F the pH is considered neutral (= 7), having as many hydrogen ions as it does hydroxyl ions. At pH=6, 
there are 1/10,000,000 free hydrogen ions. At pH= 7, there are 1/100,000,000 hydrogen ions  - note that this is 
10 times less hydrogen ions. At pH=8 there are 1/1,000,000,000 hydrogen ions – 100 times less than the 
hydrogen ions  for a pH 6. Therefore, a change in pH of 0.2 can mean a really big change in the acidity 
or the alkalinity of your water. Koi can live in a wide range of ph BUT even the smallest change in pH 
is stressful to your koi. 
 
AMMONIA: 
Basically, our fish take up oxygen from the water and give up CO2.But this is only the final step of respiration. 
Through the gills of the fish, ammonium (NH4) is respired by osmosis. In areas with alkaline water, like 
Arizona, one of the Hydrogen ions from the ammonium is almost instantaneously stripped off, leaving an 
ammonia molecule NH3 – HIGHLY TOXIC. As pH rises, ammonia becomes more toxic. 
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pH 7.2 Ammonia 0.25 = OK 
pH 8.0 Ammonia0.25 = STRESS 

pH 9.0 Ammonia 0.25 = RAPID DEATH 
NITRITES: 
Nitrites are the result of the breakdown of ammonia by our filters. Less toxic than ammonia, but 
constant levels of 1 PPM can cause brown blood disease, leading to a slow death. 
 
WATER TEST KITS: 
New set up – Test weekly and allow the new pond to establish itself. 
Adding a couple of fish – Test Daily – the test will show a spike in ammonia, then the ammonia will 
subside, a spike in nitrites will follow and then the nitrites will subside. 
Adding more fish – Never add more than 10% of your pond’s established load. Each time you will go 
through an ammonia spike followed by a nitrite spike. 
 
Establish a norm for your pond. This is the only way to tell if something has gone wrong with your 
water quality. 

Cr itter  Watch 
 

 June is one of the hottest and driest months here in Tucson and ponds can be a great attraction for 
wildlife in search of a drink or place to cool off. Imagine our surprise when we spotted this non-
indigenous male yearling iguana taking a respite on the netting over my quarantine tank in mid May. 
Iggy was given to an Iguana Rescue Group participant in Corona De Tucson where he now has a “ rain 
forest-like”  habitat to grow and thrive. Please keep a watchful eye out for visitors and be safe – your 
koi are dependent on you. Got visitors? Send me your pictures and a caption and we’ ll be glad to share 
it with other members.  
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There are more than 80 varieties of KOI and one of the KOI classification categories is Kawarigoi (ka-wah-ree-
goy) which is the classification given to those KOI which really don’ t fit into other groups, or  are too new to be 
classified. This month we’ ll introduce the Karasugoi varieties that are a subset of this group.  
Glossary: Sumi (soo-me) = Black, Shiro (shee-ro)= White 
Doitsu (dough-ee-tsue) refers to the German scalation – large row of scales down the back and one the sides or; 
no scales, which is referred to as leather. 
 

Karasugoi Var ieties 
All the varieties are black based koi with (all but one exception) specific white areas.  

·  Karasu (kah-raj-soo) is an all black koi often referred to as the “crow” fish. The black is so 
deep that it reminded the Japanese of a crow. An all black koi is rumored to bring good luck to 
one’s pond. (Note: the Karasu may have a white, gold, orange, yellow or red belly but viewed 
from the top looks all black) . 

·  Haj iro (hi-jeer-oh) is a black fully scaled koi with white tipped pectoral fins and a white belly.  
·  Hageshiro is a Hajiro but with a white head.  
·  Yotsushiro (yotsu meaning 4) is a scale less black koi with white nose, tail and pectoral fins. 
·  Matsukawabake (maht-soo-kaw-wah-bah-key) is a fully scaled koi whose sumi pattern 

changes with water temperature. In the cooler months, the sumi is more prevalent and in the 
summer, the sumi may disappear altogether. This changing pattern may occur for several years 
(5 or more) and may eventually stabilize.  

·  Kumonyru (ko-mohn-roo) is the doitsu version of Matsukawabake and is often referred to as 
the “dragon” koi where in Japanese legend, a dragon that flies is called a kumonyru and the 
changing sumi pattern on the koi resembles a flying dragon. The black pattern that emerges is 
completely unpredictable which can be both intriguing and disappointing to pond owners. 
Breeders have now introduced beni (red) Kumonyru where the red pattern is stable but the 
black still emerges and changes. 
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June 17, 2007 Host: Al and Kou Melvin 

(520) 825-2894 
July 22, 2007 Host: Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants – Annual Potluck 

Curt and Lisa Ogren 
(520) 378-3710 

August 26, 2007 Hosts: Cuong and Stella Le 
(520) 733-3493 
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September 23, 2007 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 

(520) 747-7278 
October 28, 2007 Hosts: Winton and Faye Hall 

(520) 297-1253 
November NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 9, 2007 Hosts: Bruce & Wanda Triebel 

(520) 572-0060 
January 27, 2008 Host: Open  
February 24, 2008 Host: Open  
March 23, 2008 Host: Open  
Apr il 27, 2008 Host: Open  
May 18, 2008 Host: Open 
June 22, 2008 Host: Open  
July 27,2008 Host: Open  
August 24,2008 Host: Open  
September 28,2008 Host: Open 
October 26,2008 Host: Open 
November  NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 7, 2008 Host: Open 

) * � � � 
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� � � � � � Dates/Location 
 

 
26th Annual AKCA Seminar 
 

 
June 21-24, 2007 
Phoenix Marr iott Mesa 
Mesa, Ar izona 
Hosted by SAKA &  VSKC 

 

 
28th  Annual SAKA Show 
and Koi Auction 

November 9-11, 2007 
Contact Bob Panter  for  Info 
Tucson, Ar izona 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club  
   members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) ______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip ____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  _____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA”  
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
 

Annual Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29 
of the next year.  If paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1 
$15.00, October $12.50, 
November $10.00, December $7.50. 
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 
 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA 
 

Mail to: Faye & Winton Hall 
6775 North Los Arboles Circle 

Tucson, AZ 85704-4110  
 

 


