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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Business 

SAKA AIMS 
a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its 
culture 
 
b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public 
welfare and the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest. 
 
c) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi. 
 
d) To promote Nishiki Koi. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition. 
 
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds. 
 
c) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club. 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
a)  A qualified member must be interested in pond culture. 
 
b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good 
standing and have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately. 
 
c) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if a member is found guilty of negligence of his 
duty, is against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or 
insults the Club.
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SAKA Club Officers 

President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Constance Richardson 
concy@earthlink.net 
(520) 546-6402 

Treasurer Faye & Winton Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

 

Committees/Points of Contact  

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

28th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 794-8695 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wandakarlik@aol.com 
(520) 572-0060 

 
Editor ’ s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of sources. The 
articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the health of their koi, water 
changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these articles before including them in the 
newsletter. 
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President’s Corner  
Hope you all could attend the Sierra Vista/Hereford pond tour. Many thanks for the hard work that went into it 
and hope everyone had a great time. 
 
Big thanks in advance to the Ogrens for hosting our July meeting. Hope everyone can make it to the meeting to 
see the beautiful ponds and enjoy the Potluck after. 
 
The AKCA Seminar was a big success.  We hope all whom were able to attend had a wonderful time, and 
brought back a world of knowledge to share with us. 
 
The weather is hot and humid.  How is your pond?  What is your water temp?  How much oxygen is present in 
your water?  Are your fish eating?  How much?  What is the chemical balance of your pond, and why?  These 
are just some of the questions a pond and Koi owner need to answer.  This is also why you became a member of 
SAKA.  You can learn so much just by coming to the meetings, and sharing with each other.  Be an active 
member the knowledge you can learn is limitless. 
 
For the love of koi, 
 
 Bob Panter, President S.A.K.A. 

Club Announcements 

Welcome New Members: 

Chuck Loschert 

Best Wishes/Good Luck: 

Our 2007 pond tour people’s choice award winner Ken (pond #11) was unable to attend last month’s 
meeting to receive his award as he was on his way to Iraq (as a civilian) to assist our troops. Please 
keep Ken and our troops in your prayers that they all may return safely. 
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Congratulations: 

Tom Ayers for becoming an AKCA certified Judge 

Club News 
Discount:  PROTECTAFISH COMPANY will provide SAKA with a 5% discount for orders of 5 or 
more Protect a Fish tank covers. The orders can consist of a combination of the three different sizes 
(3ft, 6ft, 8ft diameters) all ordered at the same time. For further savings, they will ship to one location 
in one box so shipping charges would be minimal. They will also ship to individual members who 
place an order. 3 Foot Holding Tank Cover = $149.95, 6 Foot Holding Tank Cover = $249.95, 8 Foot 
Holding Tank Cover = $349.95. Please contact Noel Shaw if interested. 
 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will 
reimburse the host up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts 
for  meetings in 2008. We would like to see your  pond! Contact Laurel Nason if interested in hosting 
a meeting. 

SAKA 10% Discount 
With your SAKA Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, AZ     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 

June’s SAKA Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location: June 17, 2007 at Al and Kou Melvin’s Home 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order at by club president Bob Panter at 3:20 pm 
 
Treasurer ’s Report: Current balance is $14,875.44. 
 
2007 Membership: Current enrollment is 54 members. 
 
Correspondence: Several newsletters from various clubs across the country. Kloubec Koi Farms sent 
membership cards for everyone. Raffle donation (koi food) from Imperial Water Gardens Product. 
Letter from A.K.C.A re: insurance. Their current liability insurance will expire on July 1st and will not 
be renewed. They are looking for a new carrier, and if one cannot be found, they will refund our 
$100.00 annual dues. 
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Pond Tour Committee: Profit from the pond tour is $885.47 
 
November Koi Show: Show Chairman Bob Panter will meet this coming week with the Chinese 
Cultural Center for a possible show site. City of Tucson has not responded to Bob’s request setting up 
the show at Reid Park. 
 
2007 AKCA Seminar  in Phoenix June 21 – 24:  Debby Young spoke about the Phoenix Seminar. 
Everything seems to be falling into place. 30 vendors have signed up. Four hours of work at the 
seminar will earl worker $50.00 towards registration. 
 
Old Business:  
At the May meeting, it was brought up that we may have to secure a new site for our Christmas party, 
but that has been resolved. Bruce and Wanda Triebel will still host our December meeting. 
 
New Business:  
None 
 
Adjournment:  
Business meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.  
 
Education:  
Al Melvin spoke about the construction of his pond, filtration system and predator control.  

SAKA November KOI Show, Auction and Raffle 
Raffle Pr izes: We need businesses to donate raffle prizes for our upcoming November koi show. If any of our 
club members have businesses or work for companies who would like to donate items, gift certificates, etc to 
support the club, please contact Wanda Karlik-Triebel our Raffle Show Person. These prizes can be pond or 
non-pond related.  
 
Koi Auction: As part of our annual koi show, club members can donate koi for the club auction. Please contact 
Laurel Nason if you anticipate donating fish so we can anticipate the number of show tanks to reserve for the 
auction. 
 
Vendors/Trade Show: We are looking for businesses to participate at our show. Please contact Bob Panter or 
Debby Young for vendor packages. 
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Jul y 22 Pot l uck 

Our next club meeting will be potluck. It will be held @ Mountain View Koi Fish & 
Aquatic Plants in Hereford, Arizona. The divisions of items to bring are as follows: 

Last Name: 

A-E -Desserts 

F-L - Salad (Macaroni, Potato, etc) 

M-S - Side Dishes (Veggies, or Rolls) 

T-Z - Appetizers/Snacks 

Please Call L isa Ogren (520-378-3710) as soon as possible to “RSVP” so she can plan 
to provide enough hotdogs/hamburgers for everyone.  

Thanks �  

Don’ t Forget: The ¼ HP LIM Pump and UV will be raffled off and you must be present to win. 

Phoenix AKCA Seminar Wrap-Up 
 
The AKCA Seminar was a blast and many thanks to the SAKA members who donated their time 
(Dave and Debby Young, Tom Ayers, Noel and Debbie Shaw, Laurel Nason, Erin Riley, Lynn Riley, 
Dave and Terry Johnson, Bob Panter, Dennis and Sue Beard) to make it a success!  
 
The seminar was a great opportunity to meet new friends, share experiences, learn new ideas, buy 
anything koi (jewelry, clothes, hats, magazines, books, food) and look for an opportunity to add a new 
friend to the pond. Great to see old friends (Brent, Ozzy, and Smitty) and discover folks in the hobby 
that come from small towns on the map where you happened to live or have relatives (Dunnellon, Fl 
and Denton, Tx). Truly a small world. 
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Speakers: 
 
There were several interesting lectures with the highest attendance for the Judging Sessions – both for 
the judging of koi 35 mm slides (fri) and for the live koi judging (sat). This was a great opportunity to 
interact with the judges to understand the qualities they look for in show fish.  At koi shows, the 
participants are allowed to listen to the judging, but are not allowed to communicate with the judges 
until after the judging is complete.  
 
Dr. Nick Saint-Erne DVM gave a great talk on the study of Hikkui, which is a disease that affects the 
red pigment in certain koi. He has been studying some fish for several years and has ruled out certain 
causes. Recent studies indicate that it may be linked to a herpes type virus. Several great questions 
were asked regarding whether it affected Japanese Koi only, Doitsu koi or whether Hikkui was some 
type of autoimmune deficiency. Nick didn’ t provide handouts from his presentation, so hopefully he 
will have them available at a future date. It appears that once a koi had Hikkui, it will reappear (like 
carp pox). 
 
Norm Call brought his massive Koi pin collection and discussed how they are made and the different 
types.  
 
Bob Brudd discussed his koi judging experiences in South Africa and discussed how they put on a 
show and had many great pictures. 
 
Peter Ponzio had a great presentation on the different types of goldfish varieties and some awesome 
pictures of the many types (Comets, shubunkins, fantails, ryukins, lionheads, ranchu, bubble-eye, etc). 
We unfortunately had many computer difficulties during his presentation but Peter was an engaging 
speaker and his interest and love of goldfish was apparent. Anyone with goldfish questions can email 
him ponziop@sprynet.com and if anyone is interested in joining the America Goldfish Society – it’s 
$15 yearly dues to American Goldfish Society c/o Larry and Pat Christenson 16952 NW Bernietta Ct. 
Portland, Oregon 97229-7947. 
 
Jennifer and Tom Walker, Gary Chin and Janon Wallace discussed how to run a koi show and 
provided handouts for the seminar attendees. A condensed version of the material is enclosed herein 
for our new members as we have an upcoming show! 
 
Jack Chang makes the greatest Koi Jewelry and he talked about where he gets his ideas and how he 
makes this fantastic jewelry. 
 
Ray Jordan gave a presentation on how to buy koi and tag-teamed with Peter Ponzio on how to judge 
long fin koi. Both of these lectures were great for the new beginner and the advanced hobbyists. 
AKCA is attempting to set some standards by which to judge long fins and the need for consistency 
(i.e. nose to end of tail, or nose to beginning of tail since the finnage varies from fish to fish). There 
were a lot of questions and comments from the attendees, which makes for a good learning experience. 
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Dr. Tim Miller-Morgan, DMV gave a 2-hour talk on the latest in the deadly Koi Herpes Virus (KHV), 
which I wasn’ t able to attend. Hopefully the work that he and other colleagues are doing will be 
published or available through Oregon St. University or Dr. Erik Johnson’s website. 
 
Kent Wallace and William Lim discussed pond construction and pre-filtration techniques. Kent builds 
ponds and about 80% of his ponds are rebuilt from poorly designed ones. William Lim is the designer 
of the famous wave pump (as well as other products) and they presented several techniques and pump 
sizing for the attendees. 
 
Jasper Kuijper from the United Kingdom discussed Bio-reaction and how the British handle their pond 
water and he has written several articles for Nishikigoi International (NI). 
 
Tim Zuber and panel members discussed Spray Liner Ponds (polyurea) and presented examples of 
several pond constructions and pond repairs as well as other applications. Great Stuff! 
 
There were also a few workshops including Patti McGee’s art workshop that looked to be a blast with 
many smiling faces holding up their artwork at the completion of the workshop! 
 
In Pictures: 
 
Note: Additional Pictures from the seminar will be available on our website. 
 

   
Tom Ayers awarded his AKCA Judge Certificate                                      Debby Young –seminar attendance 
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SAKA Koi Person- Laurel Nason    Dave Young – Seminar Attendance 
 
Trade Show: 
 
Many thanks to the vendors (30ish) – large by typical show standards (SAKA show has 6-10 suppliers typically) 
and small by Home and Garden standards (100+?) but all were wonderful and friendly and sponsored some of 
the events: 
 
KOI:   Eastern Nishikigoi, Koi by Keirin, Mystic Koi, the Backyard Pond, Quality Pond Products 
 
Koi Food/Water Additives: Hikari, Matzuri, Microbe-Lift , Ultra Balance 
 
Pond Design, Construction and Materials: Applied Resin Technologies, Aquatic Coatings, Aqua Ultraviolet, 
Aquatic Eco-Systems, Arizona Specialty Coatings, CTK Ponds, International Filter Solutions, Living Waters, 
Matala, Protectafish, SIBO BV- The Netherlands, Southwest Polycoat, Tetra Pond & Jungle Ponds, WM Lim 
 
Clothing and Art: B-Unique Clothing, Geishakoi , Jack Chang Jewelry, Patti Grafix, Silver Dreams 
 
Other things Koi: AKCA Bookstore, Inland Koi Society, Koi Nations Magazine  
 
The 27th Annual AKCA Seminar will be held in Jacksonville, FL in June 2008. 

Featured Articles – KOI SHOW Tasks 
It’ s not too early to think about the November KOI Show. This will be our 28th SAKA Koi show and for the new 
members of our club, putting on the show takes a great deal of effort and participation of as many club members 
as possible to be successful. This year we would like for as many of our members to become involved with 
some aspect of the show preparations and have an opportunity to show their fish. We have a novice class – for 
those who have never participated in any show previously in addition to our open competition. A large show has 
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about 200 koi entered. We would love as a club to reach that goal. Sign-up sheets will begin circulating at the 
next few business meetings for assistance with the preparations, the show, and raffle and koi auction. 
Volunteers are needed and no exper ience is necessary.  
 

KOI Show Information Booklet – AKCA 2007 
(Par tial Repr int from handout provided at the Phoenix AKCA Seminar  
A full manual can be obtained from Joan Finnegan at (949) 548-3690) 

 
SITE COORDINATION COMMITTEE – Site layout, electrical supply, water supply and discharge, 
canopies/shade, lecture area, insurance binder requested, security 
 
JUDGES COMMITTEE – Select and notify judges, gifts for judges hats, hand towels, name tags, 
ribbons, etc., arrange hotel rooms and transport (to a& from airport, show site, banquet), notify judges 
of lectures, provide judges with a copy of the show’s entry form, rules and regulations, send thank you 
notes after the show 
 
FOOD COMMITTEE – Coordinate Banquet, Judges Meals, and concession stand at the show site 
 
MEDIA COVERAGE COMMITTEE – Radio, Newspapers, Fliers, Postcard mailers, KOI USA, 
Web Site Listings, Magazines, TV, etc. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMMITTEE – Photograph entrants and major winners, Photograph AKCA 
Award and Grand Champion Winners, projector to display winners at the banquet, Send photos and 
article to KOI USA Magazine 
 
TRADE SHOW COMMITTEE – Send out packets to vendors, receive and record vendor 
registration, Site layout for each vendor’s area 
 
WATER QUALITY – Record and maintain water quality throughout the show  
 
SECURITY COMMITTEE – Secure someone to safeguard the site and the fish during all of the 
show 
 
KOI  SHOW COMMITTEE – Set classes, sizes and awards for the show, send out information 
packets to other clubs, receive and record entrant’s registration, plan the site layout 
 
BENCHING COMMITTEE – Need person for recorder, fish handler, measurer/classifier  
 
TROPHY COMMITTEE – Obtain trophies, ribbons, certificates; display trophies at the show and 
transport to awards ceremony 
 
FISH HANDLERS COMMITTEE – Team(s) of 2 people to net and bowl the fish as they are needed 
for the judges 
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EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE – Pre show – check all the equipment, pick up equipment at storage 
and deliver to the show site, set up the equipment, take down equipment, clean and dry the equipment 
and return the equipment to storage 
 
LECTURE COMMITTEE – Select location for lectures, select topics, find speakers, and schedule 
times for each lecture 
 
SCORE KEEPING COMMITTEE – Make a master list of fish in each class/size, record the winning 
fish, post winner’s board 
 
CLUB BOOTH COMMITTEE – Handout pamphlets about the club, koi and vendors, sell 
memberships, refreshments, club merchandise, handle the money, sell raffle tickets 
 
RAFFLE COMMITTEE – Send out packets requesting raffle donations, use personal contact. 
Receive and catalogue item and give list to the media committee, send thank you notes to vendors that 
responded, obtain tickets to sell 
 
MISCELLANEOUS – “KOI SHOW” Signs, direction signs, night lighting, decorations – windsocks, 
flags, banners 
 
CLUB BOOTH – Membership forms, raffle tickets, KOI USA Magazines and subscription forms, 
club information – pamphlets, paper, pens, clipboards, securable money box and change, club 
merchandise to sell, tables and chairs 
 
REGISTRATION BOOTH – Registration packets/forms/benching forms, name badges, pens, paper, 
clipboards, computer program/scorekeeping sheets, power supply for computer and printer, tables and 
chairs 
 
 
SAKA KOI AUCTION COMMITTEE – The auction has similar tasks/needs as the show: 
advertising; site planning (shade, tank logistics); equipment set-up and tear down (tanks, oxygen, 
water, cardboard boxes, bags, rubber bands, markers, salt, amquel, etc.); coordinating with koi donors 
and assessing fish loads and water quality; auctioneer; microphone and audio system; raffle paddles for 
participants; fish handlers (netting and bowling); fish bagging and oxygenating; computer operator;  
money handlers;  fish bag marking;  security; air quality monitoring and equipment checkout;  
pedestrian traffic control during the auction; retrieving auction participants koi after 
checkout/payment; tables and chairs. 
 
We also occasionally need people to run errands and for fish transport for the show and for the auction. 
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VENDOR/TRADE SHOW SUPPORT - We need club members to support our vendors so they can 
take breaks from their booths (for lunch, bathroom breaks, water breaks), assist with errands, set-
up/tear down, loading, unloading and to show our general appreciation as they help us put on the show. 

Kawarigoi Korner  

 
Selecting Baby Koi 

By Ray Jordan 
(Presented at the Phoenix AKCA Seminar  and included in the binder) 

 
Most Important Considerations when buying baby Koi: 
 

1. Buy healthy koi – no dings, missing parts, funny swimmers, ragged fins or signs of disease 
2. Buy the “RED!”  Buy the best red quality available – Red rarely expands – Red tends to be 

weaker near tail. Look for “SHINY” thick, even, solid red color/patterns. Avoid koi where you 
can see white between the red scales. Also, avoid koi with windows in the red pattern or 
scattered small red spots. 

3. Buy Koi with the best Skin Quality – The best skin quality appears to be finely textured. 
Scales will seem to disappear and best skin will have a glowing shine. Best skin quality shows 
off colors to maximum advantage – skin quality rarely improves. What you see is what you get 
until it ages and loses its luster. 

4. Buy fewer but higher  quality koi 
 
Consider  your  budget and goals when buying koi 

�  Inexpensive Pond Fish < $50 
�  Show Fish - $100 to $$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
�  Male or Female 
�  Finished Koi ready to show now (peaked) 
�  Koi likely to finish when younger or smaller 
�  Unfinished koi to grow/finish yourself (patience) 
�  Do Not buy expensive koi ($100+) if you do not have a quarantine tank or a large 

well designed “KOI”  pond/filter system 
 
Additional Buying Tips for  Baby Koi 

�  Koi patterns/color change as they grow/age 
�  Baby koi can change a lot 
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�  Picking the best baby koi is difficult – especially koi that change a lot with black patterns like 
Showa, Utsuri, and Goshiki 

�  Pick fish that tend to not change as much (Ogon, Chagoi, or Kohaku) or pick a fish that change 
a lot – (Showa or Kumonryu) Get assistance from a more experienced hobbyist and/or get 
recommendations for an experienced koi dealer with a strong reputation for customer 
satisfaction and service. 

�  Best to buy koi where you can see their characteristics in person 
 

 

WHY GOSANKE KOI  ALWAYS WIN? 
By Douglas Dahl 

(Presented at the AKCA Seminar , Louisville, Kentucky on 27 June, 1998 and included in the 26th AKCA Phoenix Seminar  
Binder) 

 
There are 13 classes of Koi but three seem to win all of the major awards. These three are the red & 
white Kohaku, the red, white and black Sanke; and the red, white and black Showa. These three are 
referred to as GOSANKE. If you ask, most Judges will simply tell you the best Koi won. But in reality, 
the other varieties most often don’ t get into the pan for consideration for Best In Size and higher 
prizes. The only chance for a non-GOSANKE Koi to win a major award is Best In Class. For this 
reason, I encourage all clubs to retain the Best In Class awards to continue education and interest in all 
13 Koi classes. I would like to share with you the many reasons for this apparent bias for GOSANKE, 
not all of which you may agree with or think fair. 
 
First, you must understand the judging criterion was established by the Japanese and they bring their 
own values, likes and dislikes to the task. Tradition, perfection and purity are highly valued 
characteristics in Japanese society. Tradition is our first hint for an answer to our question. One of the 
first of the varieties to be bred consistently was Kohaku in the 1890s followed by Sanke and Showa in 
the 1920s. Most of the other varieties were first bred consistently after World War II. There is an old 
saying “Koi starts with Kohaku and ends with Kohaku”. The Japanese have had 7 decades to perfect 
these GOSANKE varieties. The judging or appreciation of GOSANKE varieties is based on very strict 
criteria for pattern, quality of color and sashi/kiwa (sharpness of color edges). There is plenty of room 
to find fault with a koi within these criteria. Certainly you can see other varieties like Ogon, Hikari 
Moyo, Hikari Mono, Hikari Utsuri, Goromo, Asagi and Kawarimono (all others including Goshiki and 
Karasu) are not required to meet the strict criteria used for GOSANKE nor could they. 
 
What about Tancho? Well, they occasionally join GOSANKE for major awards but no often. Why? I 
would suggest there is another reason and that is difficulty of breeding a perfect koi. A single Kohaku 
breeding may result in 30% tancho koi and the pattern is a simple red spot on the head of a white koi. 
Granted the spot must be perfect and must meet the strict criteria for Kohaku but a multi=pattern 
Kohaku with excellent color quality, kiwa and balanced pattern is very rare and may be as few as 100 
out of 1 million babies koi bred. In the case of the famous X Kohaku, the answer may be 1 in a billion. 
However, for solid color OGON breeding, the number of excellent koi may be 90% of the babies. This 
is where rarity enters Koi appreciation and judging. 
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But what of Utsuri you ask. Shiro (white & black) Utsuri occasionally win major awards and follow 
much of the same strict judging criteria as Kohaku. Hi (red & black) Utsuri seldom win because the 
contrast of the black on the red is not sharp enough to compete with the black on white. However, the 
quality of the black on an excellent Utsuri is seldom equal to the quality of the red on an excellent 
Kohaku. 
 
Remember by mention of likes and dislikes earlier. I believe it is not coincidental the flag of Japan is 
red and white. The flag does represent the origin (Rising) of the sun but both colors are deeply 
entwined in the history and spirituality of Japan. For example, history records a great battle with two 
Samauri armadas facing each other in 1156AD, one flying the white flag and the other flying the red 
flag. Tanzo (head of the local Shinto shrine) wishing to know which armada to side with set 7 red 
fighting cocks against 7 white fighting cocks to see who would win. The white fighting cocks won and 
Tanzo sailed with the armada under the white flag to victory in the Battle of Dannoura. This suggests it 
was not an accident that the red and white Kohaku was the first variety stabilized. And once Kohaku 
was stabilized, adding black to create Sanke and Showa was just a matter of time. 
 
Many Judges feel it is more difficult to get three colors (red, white and black) all finished with 
excellent quality and pattern, which favors Sanke and Showa over Kohaku. I agree, however, it is near 
impossible to get excellent quality and finish on both red and black at the same time. Typically one 
suffers a little for the benefit of the other due to water conditions or food or the bloodline. Here the 
insistence on perfection of quality gives the Kohaku an advantage because a Sanke with equal red 
pattern but less than perfect black is distracting to the Judge and appears unfinished. 
 
On the subject of why scaled GOSANKE tend to be preferred over Doitsu GOSANKE I can offer this 
bias. Which would you prefer, an excellent quality, full size photograph of a Van Gogh painting or the 
original painting? You have the same choice between the thickness and texture of color on a scaled 
Koi vs. the painted on glass color finish of a Doitsu Koi. Then add the difficulty the scaled koi has to 
create perfect kiwa at the edge of a scale, which the Doitsu Koi does not have. Now, which would you 
choose? 
 
This discussion has focused primarily on color, pattern, kiwa, quality and tradition in judging. The fact 
that we did not discuss conformation has caused many Koi experts to say conformation is second to 
these other factors. This may appear to be true in Japan only because excellent conformation is a given 
at Koi shows in Japan. Usually, only the subtleties of pattern separate the winning Koi from the losing 
Koi in Japan. In the US, conformation often plays a critical role in deciding the winners at a Koi Show. 
Also, it is more difficult to have excellent quality in a larger Koi than in a smaller Koi giving the larger 
Koi the judging advantage. All I can ask of you is that you accept Koi judging is not a science with 
rigid criteria of 40% for this and 20% for that. What you have read in books is a guideline and not a 
rule. Koi are judged holistically with consideration of how these various elements fit together to 
impress the judge and are not judged by a merit or demerit point system. 
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So, what additional judging criteria have I discussed. 
1. Traditional values favor GOSANKE with long lineage 
2. More critical judging criteria for GOSANKE than other varieties 
3. Difficulty to reproduce or rarity of quality GOSANKE increases their value (appreciation) 
4. Perfection of two colors vs. complexity of adding a third color that may not be finished 
5. Scaled Koi have the advantage of color thickness and texture and difficulty of sharp kiwa over 

Doitsu  
6. Koi judging is not a science 

 
We all want the most impressive, most finished, best quality Koi to win. And maybe it isn’ t a 
GOSANKE every time. 

Upcoming SAKA Business Meetings 
 
July 22, 2007 Hosts: Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants – Annual Potluck 

Curt and Lisa Ogren 
(520) 378-3710 

August 26, 2007 Hosts: Cuong and Stella Le 
(520) 733-3493 

September 23, 2007 Hosts: Bob and Darleen Panter 
(520) 747-7278 

October 28, 2007 Hosts: Winton and Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

November 2007 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 9, 2007 Hosts: Bruce & Wanda Triebel 

(520) 572-0060 
January 27, 2008 Host: Open  
February 24, 2008 Host: Open  
March 23, 2008 Host: Open  
Apr il 27, 2008 Host: Open  
May 18, 2008 Host: Open 
June 22, 2008 Host: Open  
July 27, 2008 Host: Open  
August 24, 2008 Host: Open  
September 28,2008 Host: Open 
October 26, 2008 Host: Open 
November 7-9, 2008 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 7, 2008 Host: Open 
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Upcoming KOI Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
10th Annual Puget Sound Koi 
Show 

August 4-5, 2007 
Held @ Hoshi Koi in Tacoma, Wa 
Contact: Gloria Ricigliano (360) 372-2462 

Idaho Water  Garden &  Koi 
Society Annual Koi Show 

August 11, 2007 
Contact: Sot Chimoas (208) 286-0288 

18th Annual Rocky Mountain 
Koi Show 

August 17-19, 2007 
Held at Tagawa Gardens in Denver 
Contact: Bob Winkler (rswinkler@aol.com) or http://www.rmkc.org 

Niagra (NY) Frontier  Koi and 
Pond Club Annual Koi Show 

August 25-26, 2007 
Held at Menne’s Nursery 
Contact Greg Young (716) 537-2830 
www.nfkpc.org 

ZNA Potomac Koi Show September 7-9, 2007 
Held at Meadowlark Park, Vienna Va. 
Contact Michael Frady (703) 360-9142 

16th Annual Washington Koi 
and Water  Garden Annual 
Koi Show 

September 8-9, 2007 
Contact Don Shimono (425) 865-0072 

13th Annual Atlanta Koi Show September 14-16, 2007 
Held at Coastal Pond Supply, Tucker, Ga 
Contact: www.atlantickoiclub.org 

Camellia Koi Club’s 
Combined Show 

September 22-23, 2007 
Held at Placer Co Fairgrounds 
Johnson Hall Roseville, Ca 
Contact Gary Chin (916) 922-2525 

Mid Atlantic Koi Club 19th 
Annual Koi Show 

September 28-30, 2007 
Carroll County Agriculture Center 
Westminster, Maryland 
http://www.makc.com 

2nd Annual Las Vegas Koi 
Show 

October 5-7, 2007 
Palace Station Casino  
2411 West Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89102  
Contact: Kent Wallace (702) 221-1564 
http://www.lasvegaskoiclub.com 
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7th Annual Nature’s Coast Koi 
and Goldfish Show 

October 6-7, 2007 
Cadillac Motel Inn & Suites 
7490 N. Hwy 19 Fanning Springs, Fl 
Contact: Johnny Foster (352) 542-8925 

Central California Koi 
Society Koi Show 

October 13-14, 2007 
Fig Garden Shopping Center 
Fresno, Ca 
Contact: Janet Vukovich (559) 439-6981 

15th Texas Koi and Fancy 
Goldfish Society Annual Show 

October 13-14, 2007 
Held at Water Garden Gems 
San Antonio, Tx 
Contact: Ray Jordan (210) 494-2034 

8th Annual Golden Empire 
Koi Show 

October 19-20, 2007 
Kern Co. Fairgrounds 
Contact: Dave Cope (661) 399-6195 

 
28th  Annual SAKA   
Koi Show and Auction 

November 9-11, 2007 
Contact Bob Panter  for  Info (520) 747-7278 
Tucson, Ar izona 
 

27th Annual AKCA Seminar  
 

June 26-28, 2008 
Hyatt Regency (904) 588-1234 
Jacksonville, Fl 
Contact: Jan Brown (904) 269-2504 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club  
   members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) ______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip ____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  _____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA”  
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
 

Annual Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29 
of the next year.  If paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1 
$15.00, October $12.50, 
November $10.00, December $7.50. 
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 
 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA 
 

Mail to: Faye & Winton Hall 
6775 North Los Arboles Circle 

Tucson, AZ 85704-4110  


