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Southern Arizona Koi Association Business

SAKA AIMS

a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its
culture

b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public
welfare and the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest.

¢) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi.

d) To promote Nishiki Koi.

BUSINESS
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition.
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds.

¢) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
a) A qualified member must be interested in pond culture.

b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good
standing and have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately.

¢) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if amember isfound guilty of negligence of his
duty, is against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or
insults the Club.
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SAKA Club Officers
President Bob Panter
sakabob@yahoo.com
(520) 747-7278
Vice President David Young

koiman@mindspring.com
(520) 682-7697

Secretary Faye Hall
(520) 297-1253
Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover

mardan79@msn.com
(520) 297-4071

Committees/Points of Contact

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw
castl erockkings@cox.net
(520) 275-4510

29" Koi Show Bob Panter
Chairperson(s) dpanteraz@cox.net
(520) 747-7278

AKCA Representative Debby Young

debbyt@akca.org
(520) 682-7697
Newsdletter Editor Laurel Nason
laurel nason@yahoo.com
(520) 977-2353
Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw
koidoc@noel shawdc.com
(520) 400-0335
Membership Faye Hall
Chairperson (520) 297-1253
Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel

wandakarlik@aol.com
(520) 572-0060

Editor’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from avariety of
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the
health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these
articlesfor accuracy before including them in the newsdletter.
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President’s Corner

Do hope everyone is getting their ponds ready for spring. That timeisjust around the corner. Y our water temperaturesis
slowing coming up and your koi will be slowing coming out of hibernation. Check that water quality. It is so important.
Y ou ust never know how unless you check it.

A big thanks to the Tucson Girls Chorus for the wonderful concert they had for our club meeting in February. Keep up the
good work and thanks again.

| would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a Happy Easter. Protect your plants, the Easter
Bunny is coming. Ha Hal

Pond Tour 2008 isjust around the corner. This should be a great tour. Please give a helping hand if you can. Y our
continued support of our club makesit all work. Thanks much to al.

Congratulations to our newly elected Treasurers, Dan and Martha Cover and to Faye Hall for filling in as Secretary till
2009.

Koi Honors go out to Terry and Dave Johnson our club’s “Koi Person of the Year”. Thank you all for your time and
talents making our club the best it can be.

For the love of koi,

Bob Panter, President S.A.K.A.

Club Announcements
Welcome New or Returning Members: no new members this month

Member News:

Congratulations to Dave and Terry Johnson, voted by club members for Koi Person(s) of the year.
Congratulations to Dick Hulcher on the birth of hisfirst great granddaughter.

Announcements:

Hardcopy newd etters are presently provided to all members. All members receive the newsletter both in hardcopy and
some, electronically. If members would rather receive their newsletters electronically and opt out of receiving the
newsl etter in hardcopy form, please contact Laurel Nason at laur elnason@yahoo.com. Some members have web
providers that won't accept large files.

M ember ship duesfor 2008 were due on March 1%. Membership formis included in the newsletter (please mail to our
new treasurers) and available on our website.

Club Mestings

Hosting M eetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming busi ness/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. In addition, each host gets one entry for our host raffle
prize at the Christmas party (a $500 cash award). We still need hostsfor meetingsin 2008. We would like to see your
pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurel nason@yahoo.com or 520-977-2353) if interested in hosting a meeting.




SAKA 10% Discount

With your SAKA Membership Card at:

Boyd Equipment Center
3625 S Country Club Road
Tucson, AZ

(520) 792-2244 or

1 (800) 844-2244

Oasis Tropical Fish
3865 N. Oracle
Tucson, Az

(520) 408-9700

February’ s Business Meeting Minutes
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Mountain View Koi Fish & Aquatic Plants
3828 E. Kedling Road

Hereford, Az 85615

(520) 378-3710

Date & Location: February 24th at Mehl Park. Prior to the meeting the club was treated to a concert by the Tucson

Girls Chorus.

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 2:45 pm

Jan Minutes. Motion made to accept and second the January Minutes. Motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Current balance: $17,182.91.

Membership: Current enrollment is 72

Correspondence: Newsletter from the Tucson Watergardeners. Various newsl etters from other Koi clubs.

AKCA: Motion made and seconded to accept the slate of officers as presented. Motion passed.

Budget Committee: The club budget was distributed to club members present for discussion. Motion made and
seconded that our club accept the budget with minor modifications to the scholarship amount. Budget shows a
potential loss this year. Motion passed.

Koi Health Committee: Noel Shaw is doing some research on new filter prototype that will remove nitrates
from the water. He will keep the club updated on his progress.

2008 Pond Tour: Debbie Shaw reports that she has 25 potential ponds set up for tour. We will not be having a
springtime auction as part of the tour.

2008 Koi Show: Dates and site for the 2008 pond tour have been confirmed. Location isthe same as |ast year.

150 letters have been sent out to vendors regarding raffle prize donations. AKCA would like abooth at the

show to display posters, books, etc.
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Old Business: Motion made and seconded that our club file for non-profit status. Motion seconded. Bob Panter
will take care of the paperwork. Motion passed. Nathan Novak of Canyon Pondscapes has offered the club a
corner of histable at the Home Show this year, free of charge. Motion made and seconded to accept his offer.
Motion passed.

New Business. Motion made and seconded to accept Terry and Dave Johnson as Koi Person(s) of the Y ear for
2008. Motion passed.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at TBD.

Education: None. Tucson Girls Chorus performed for the club.
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AKCA Seminar — Jacksonville Florida (June 26™-29"):

The upcoming June 27" AKCA Seminar will be held in Jacksonville. Please make your reservations soon. For those who
have never attended a seminar previously, the club has some scholarship money available to help defray some of the costs
for SAKA members. Apply before March 25th! Some of the tentative subjects to be covered include, Forum of Domestic
Breeders, Koi Diseases, parasites, diagnosis & treatments, KHV update, new koi varieties, DIY quarantine tanks and
filtration, 2007 ZNA all Japan Koi Show and Fall Koi harvest, judging with AKCA judges, pond 101- building a koi pond
that won't break the bank, tropical water lilies, Internet Information Forum, etc.

For more information, contact www.akca.org or davisbrown1@juno.com.

Featured Articles

WHY KOI
(Reprinted in itsentirety from the VSKC Feb 2008 Newsletter)

Koi fish are agreat hobby. They also help you to relax and relieve stress. Koi are particularly fun to watch eat. Although
Koi will eat many natural food sources such as algae and other natural pond residents, the greatest pleasure for many Koi
keepersisin hand feeding them. They will even eat |ettuce and watermel on!

Water gardeners have been known to stock their ponds with many different kinds of fish. My husband's first thought was
to stock it with bass to be sure he would catch some this spring. My first thought was -- this would be the end of "you
should seen the one that got away". Y ou'll see everything from bass to blue gill, goldfish, trout, catfish, salmon, tadpoles
and carp.

By far the most popular fish of water gardening is the beautiful, colorful and friendly Koi. These carefully cultivated carp-
like conundrums from the land of the rising sun have captivated the imagination of pond owners and their visitors
worldwide.

Thisarticle will help you explore the magical attraction these swimming jewels have created in their admirers. With
genealogy that's deeply imbedded in Japanese culture and history, Koi are considered water gardening royalty but they
actually have blue-callar roots.

Koi areredly afancy variety of the common bottom feeding carp. They are most comfortable using their famous
whiskers for rooting around the rocks and rubble of their natural environment. As a member of the carp family, they are
very hardy and not nearly as difficult to raise, as some would have you believe.

Koi are an integral part of Japanese culture similar to having cats and dogs in America. But, most Koi outlive their owners
and are often passed down from one generation to another. In one pond, scientists from alocal university tested the scales

(the same trick used to tell the age of trees) and found that the oldest fish was 226 years old and two of his chums (pardon

the pun) were 180 and 156 respectively.

According to historica accounts, Koi breeding in Japan dates back to the 17th century in the village of Y amakaoshi where
they were bred as a protein supplement to rice. Several hundred years ago, in the mountains of Niigata, afarmer noticed a
red carp swimming among the black carp they raised for food. Y ears of selective breeding have created hundreds of
unique varieties of Koi that we enjoy today. Out of the frying pan into the status of national fish of Japan.

The Tancho Koi, which sports alarge red circle on its head, is known as the symbol of the rising sun on the Japanese flag.
For that reason, Tancho is the most coveted Koi in and out of Japan. Breeders from Israel and the US always procure their
inventory from Japan in order to claim Japanese heritage. Today Koi are bred in every country and considered to be the
most popular fresh-water ornamental pond fish and are often referred to as being "living jewels" or "swimming flowers'.
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Most water gardeners, are not asinterested in showing Koi asthey are in enjoying them so here are afew facts that may
make your Koi watching less expensive and more interesting and fun.

The most common Koi found here in American water gardens fall into three general categories.

1) Pond raised - first most common and least expensive.
2) Ornamental quality - second most common and more expensive.
3) Show quality - competition breed and quite expensive.

Pond quality Koi are available from local pet stores, online, or from local breeders. They have mixed bloodlines, have no
papers and are not suitable for competition. But they are very inexpensive and every hit as friendly, beautiful and
enjoyable as their more expensive counterparts.

Ornamental quality Koi will have been breed from good quality parents, have bloodlines, good conformation, and
beautiful coloration. Ornamental Koi however, have unbalanced patterns, with flaws in their skin and coloring. Unless one
of your nosy neighborsis an expert, no one will be able to detect the imperfections.

Show quality Koi are expected to have good bloodlines, good body conformation, shiny and unflawed skin, sharp edges
and balance in their patterns. These Koi come from show quality parents.

Most of uswill stock our ponds with pond or ornamental quality Koi but it isinteresting to become familiar with the
varieties which make up 95% of Japanese Show quality Koi. Thefirst three categories are referred to as Gosanke
(Japanese for three families) or otherwise known as"The Big Three". The primary concernin valuing any Koi isthe
intensity of their color, and the degree of contrast.

The Big Three are Kohaku, Sanke, and Showa.

Kohaku - Beautiful white Koi each with distinctively unique red markings. No two Kohaku have the same markings,
therefore there are various sub-categories which refer to the type of red and white pattern. In addition to intensity of color
and degree of contrast the most valuable of the Kohaku has a clearer cut and stark contrast. The Japanese have named the
crispness of the pattern's edge. It's called "kiwa'" .

Sanke - In the early 1900's a new variety of Koi emerged with some unique black markings to the red and white K ohaku.
This new category was called Sanke or Sanshowku.

Showa - In the 1930's another new variety of Kohaku devel oped that featured red and white markings against a jet-black
base.

Hikari-muji - The forth category is the most popular in Americaand is known as "light without pattern”. The"light" refers
to abright metallic sheen. They are "without pattern” meaning one color: black, green, red, yellow, blue or gold. They are
truly unique among Koi.

Kawarigoi - Thefifth category, in translation means "changing" or "different”. All the varieties named and unnamed that
either have unstable characteristics, or do not fall into any other recognized category fall into the category of Kawarigoi.
Into this group, there are literally hundreds of different examples as well as any new varieties that may emerge. Known
lovingly as mutts, some spectacular some bizarre, this category has had many champions.
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Size counts. -The most important factor in determining the value of Koi isinitssize. The bigger, the more valuable. Some
Koi can get to be a 3 feet long. It appears that depending on their age and under optimum conditions Koi can grow almost
an inch per month or faster.

Conformation - The next most important factor is shape. The most valuable shape is "torpedo-like".

Skin, color intensity and clarity are also very important in evaluating the value of Koi. There should be no flaws or
blemishes in the skin; next intensity, balance and clarity of color pattern will be judged. The more intense, balanced and
clear the colors are the higher the value.

A final word on breeders. Koi Farming is a culling and sorting process, which separates the serious breeders from the
recreational breeders. Breeding Koi are kept in dirt ponds until early spring. Then they take them out and separate the
males from the femal es, inject the females with a special hormone that makes them fertile. They strip the eggs from the
females and the sperm from the males and put them into an indoor hatchery. The fry are born in 4-7 weeks and after one
more week they are put into a"grow out" pond to grow for another 6-8 weeks. Then the culling or sorting begins.

In thefirst cull they keep 25-50 % of the best quality Koi and sell the rest at reduced prices to other hatcheries. During the
next 2 months they grow to between 4 -6 inches long. The best 10-40% is kept grown 2 more months to between 6-8
inches long. The final group of select thoroughbreds will be cultivated for another season until they reach 12-18 inches
long and are ready for sale. Consequently, the larger the fish, the higher the quality. The truly expensive fish will be 12-18
inches long before being sold.

Allindl, if you have awater garden you should consider Koi. There are many colorful inexpensive Japanese Koi to be
found. These "Living Jewels' behave like family pets, they can be trained and they enjoy being hand fed. They will bring
you years of pleasure and they add color and personality to your water garden.

Kawarigoi Korner

Spawning Season - Tucson
By Laurel Nason

The weather has been favorable for an early spawning season this year. A mild winter with afew more weeks of
warm days and mild nights are likely to initiate a spawn. Itsimportant to check your water quality, clean your
filters from awinter’s worth of mulm and get your biofilters seeded with bacteriato control the anmmonia as
your fish come out of their winter sluggishness and begin their feeding frenzy. It’simportant to trim your water
plants and perform your water changes to keep your fish healthy. A spawn can quickly change your water
guality so it’s important to notice the early signs of spawning activity. Generally, the koi will be more active
and closer to the surface of the pond. Males will tend to chase the femal es (often several at atime) and often the
behavior pattern is sporadic. Spawns generally occur in the early morning to mid-morning hours and if some
spawning material is added (mops, matala, etc) for encouragement or string algae and water plants are nearby,
look for deposits of eggs (looks like tapioca) and remove them with the mediato a quarantine system at the
same temperature as the pond. Often, after a spawn avery tell-tale smell pervades (stinky, odorous dead fish
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smell) and often awhite froth appears on the surface for minutes afterward. Within 2-3 days after the eggs are
fertilized, the fry will hatch — usually awhite/yellow color or black. In apond without alot of shelter (ie rocks
or bogs) from predators (other koi) very few if any koi will survive. The baby fry haveto learn to eat, so its
recommended that high protein food be provided every few hours unless live food is present. Water fleas
(daphnia), rotifers, brine shrimp or fine krill are potential food sources for young fry. Keep the baby fry tank
aerated, perform periodic water changes and be careful not to overfeed.

New Koi “Variety” —Shunrai
By Laurel Nason

One of the neat things about the koi hobby in general isthat there are so many aspects to raising healthy koi and
so many enthusiasts with different interests, be it showing their fish, water gardening, pond building, water
quality, filtration, nutrition, koi health, etc. My interests are the oddity varieties and watching the koi mature
from eggsto fry and charting the progress. Just before last year’s SAKA koi show, while trolling around the
internet koi auctions and websites for koi in the Kawarimono category, was anew variety coined “ Shunral”
which trand ates to Spring Thunder. Kodama Koi Farm had only one koi offered for that auction. Since then,
last month afew more went up for auction. For those of us Goshiki lovers, this variety is a Budo Goshiki with a
lot of sumi in its genetics. Rather than having the contrasting red of the Goshiki with the Asagi netting, this koi
has the Ai Sumi over the Shirgji. It makes for avery dark koi but an interesting one none-the less. The breeder
of the koi in the picture below is Kawakami Koi Farm.

Shunrai — Picture Courtesy of Kodama Koi Farm

Upcoming SAKA Business Meetings

March 30, 2008 Host: Frances Case

April 27,2008 Host: Dan and Martha Cover

May 18, 2008 Host: Open

June 22, 2008 Host: Curt and Lisa Ogren — Annual Potluck
July 27, 2008 Host: Concy Richardson
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August 24, 2008 Host: Open
September 28, 2008 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter
October 26, 2008 Host: Kazumi and Anson Tripp
November 7-9, 2008 NO MEETING: Seeyou at the Show!
December 7, 2008 Host: Bruce and Wanda Triebel — Christmas Party
Jan 2009 Host: Open
Feb 2009 Host: Open

Upcoming KOI Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars

Dates/L ocation

Tucson Area Pond Tour May 3-4, 2008

Contact Debbie Shaw
castl erockkings@cox.net
(520) 275-4510

Sierra Vista Pond Tour TBD

27" Annual AKCA Seminar | June 26-28, 2008

Hyatt Regency (904) 588-1234
Jacksonville, Fl

Contact: Jan Brown (904) 269-2504

November 7-9, 2008

Kino Veterans Memorial Park
Tucson, Az.

Contact: Bob Panter (520) 747-7278

29" Annual SAKA dpanter az@cox.net
Koi Show and Auction
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to
P.O. Box 469070
Escondido, CA 92046
Or
Subscribe on-line at
subscribe@koiusa.com
Or
Subscribe by phone at
1-888-660-2073

For 1 year subscription (6 issues)

$24.95US for any personin US or Canada
$20.00US special price for AKCA Koi Club
members

Club affiliation (for special price)

Subscribers’ name

Subscribers mailing address

City, State, Zip

Phone number

Method of payment

Check made out to “KOI USA”

__ Visaor Master card

Expiration date -
Month

year
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Annual Membership
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29
of the next year. If paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1
$15.00, October $12.50,
November $10.00, December $7.50.
http://www.sakoia.org

Membership Type
Renewal
New Member

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Phone #:

E-mail

Today’'s Date:

# of Koi

Y ears Keeping Koi:

Pond size:

Would you like to host a meeting?

Would you like to serve on a committee?

If yes which one?

M ake Checks payable to: SAKA

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover
2891 W. RiberaPlace
Tucson, AZ 85742



