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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Business 

SAKA AIMS 
a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its 
culture 
 
b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public 
welfare and the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest. 
 
c) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi. 
 
d) To promote Nishiki Koi. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition. 
 
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds. 
 
c) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club. 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
a)  A qualified member must be interested in pond culture. 
 
b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good 
standing and have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately. 
 
c) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if a member is found guilty of negligence of his 
duty, is against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or 
insults the Club.
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SAKA Club Officers 

President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover 
mardan79@msn.com 
(520) 297-4071 

 

Committees/Points of Contact  

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

29th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 977-2353 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
Wtk56@comcast.net 
(520) 572-0060 

 
Editor’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of 
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the 
health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these 
articles for accuracy before including them in the newsletter. 
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President’s Corner  
Pond Tour 2008 what a thrill. Beautiful ponds and wonderful people. Hope all of you had a great time.  
 
Nights are still cool, days are getting hotter and your koi are getting very hungry so feed them. How would you be if you 
hadn’ t eaten since November. Food, Food,Food and more food, love it. Happy Koi, Yeah.  
 
Don’ t forget to check your water and observe your koi and enjoy your pond. This is what it’ s all about. You are a koi 
keeper. How wonderful it is. 
 
With the pond tour behind us, it’s the summer potluck in June. Mark your calendar and don’ t miss all the fun. 
Hope all of you have a wonderful summer. If you are going to the AKCA seminar, we look forward to your return with 
the wealth of knowledge you will share with us. Thanks to all of you for your support and interest in koi. 
 
For the love of koi, 

� � � �� � � � 	 
 �
 
Bob Panter, President S.A.K.A. 

Club Announcements 

Welcome New or  Returning Members:  

No new members this month 

Condolences:  

Our condolences to Curt and Lisa Ogren on the loss of Curt’s father Doyle. 

Get Well Wishes:  

Best wishes on a speedy recovery to Faye Hall for her shoulder injury. 

Congratulations:  

Dan and Martha Cover won the raffle for the scholarship to attend the AKCA Seminar.  

Announcements:  

Membership dues for  2008 were due on March 1st.  This is the last newsletter you will receive if your dues aren’ t 
current. 

Club Meetings 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host 
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting.  In addition, each host gets one entry for our host raffle 
prize at the Christmas party (a $500 cash award). We still need hosts for  meetings in 2008. We would like to see your  
pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurelnason@yahoo.com or 520-977-2353) if interested in hosting a meeting. 
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SAKA 10% Discount 
With your SAKA Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, Az     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 
Oasis Tropical Fish 
3865 N. Oracle 
Tucson, Az 
(520) 408-9700 

April’s Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location: Dan and Martha Cover’s Home 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 3:17 pm 
 
Apr il Minutes:  Motion made to accept and second the April Minutes. Motion passed. 
 
Number  of memberships in attendance:  11 
 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Current balance: $16,992.40 
 
Membership:  28 
 
Correspondence: Newsletter from the Tucson Water Gardeners and a brochure from Aquacide Company 
 
AKCA: AKCA dues are requested. Robbi and Bryan McCleney’s Showa was entered for the Champion of 
Champions’s competition. There is now a Hikari Pond of the year contest. 
 
2008 Pond Tour:  There are 14 ponds on the tour next weekend. Tickets are available at the 9 places in town. 
Signs and packets are available and need to be provided to the hosts of the ponds on this year’s tour. 
Advertising is still in work– Desert Leaf has an article and the newspaper is supposed to print something this 
week. Need to still email out the pond tour notice to the people on the upcoming events list. 
 
2008 Koi Show:  Nothing this month 
 
Scholarship Committee:  Dan and Martha Cover won the scholarship for reimbursement of expenses to attend 
the AKCA Seminar in Jacksonville. 
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Equipment Manager/Committee:  None 
 
Old Business:  No update on progress for the signage for the trailer. 
 
New Business:  None. There won’ t be a Sierra Vista pond tour this year.  
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:05pm. 
 
Education: KHA Noel Shaw discussed aeration and dissolved organics in pond water and cleaning your mechanical and 
biofilters. 

AKCA Seminar – Jacksonville Florida (June 26th-29th): 
The upcoming  27th AKCA Seminar will be held in Jacksonville. Please make your reservations soon. For those who have 
never attended a seminar previously, the club has some scholarship money available to help defray some of the costs for 
SAKA members. Apply before March 25th! Some of the tentative subjects to be covered include, Forum of Domestic 
Breeders, Koi Diseases, parasites, diagnosis & treatments, KHV update, new koi varieties, DIY quarantine tanks and 
filtration, 2007 ZNA all Japan Koi Show and Fall Koi harvest, judging with AKCA judges, pond 101- building a koi pond 
that won’ t break the bank, tropical water lilies, Internet Information Forum, etc.  
For more information, contact  www.akca.org or davisbrown1@juno.com. 

Mountain View Koi Fish and Aquatic Plants LLC 12th Business Anniversary Sale; 
Club Members Curt and Lisa Ogren hosted their 12th business anniversary sale on April 26th.  There were several people 
in attendance and lots of water plants, nursery plants and fish for sale. For those of you who missed this great event, Lisa 
and Curt are hosting the June 22nd Potluck and Koi Meeting so mark your calendars and bring your list to give your pond 
that little something extra this summer. 
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Tucson Area Pond Tour: 
Our 2008 Pond Tour was a great success. Many thanks to Debbie Shaw and the pond tour committee, the pond hosts and 
volunteers who assisted. Pictures of the all the ponds can be found on our website under the Pond Tour 2008 link. 
People’s Choice Award winner and raffle prize winners will be announced at our next club meeting. A small sample of 
the ponds on the tour are below. 

    
   Pond #10 Kevin and Julie’s Pond  Pond #2 Chuck and Phyllis’s Pond        Pond #9 Anson and Kazumi’s Pond 
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Pond #6 Bruce’s Pond                                    Pond # 14 Steve and Jane’s Pond 

Featured Articles: 

Koi Ponds vs Water  Gardens 
Noel Shaw, SAKA Koi Health Advisor  

When is a koi pond really a water garden with koi? Koi are large fish. They eat a lot. They poop a lot. They 
need lots of length, width, and depth in their pond to thrive. With that in mind, many people start with a small 
pond, and entranced by the many beautiful varieties of koi, soon overwhelm their pond/watergarden. 
Remember, koi (and all other fish) never get smaller. Genetically, the average koi wants to be about two feet 
long as an adult. Yes, they may grow more slowly in a smaller pond, and their eventual size may be more 
limited, but koi don’ t want to stay 4-6”  long forever.  
 
So, here’s the basic rundown: a pond dedicated to koi needs to be at least 2000 gallons. Bigger is always better. 
But, if you have a small area, limited funds, don’ t want to deal with a large pond, or have a water garden to 
which you’d like to add koi, here’s a few tips to improve your success with a smaller pond. 
 
1) Over-engineer the system. Small pond designs and pet store / home improvement center pumps and filters are 
grossly undersized and offer waaay too optimistic size ratings for any pond that will contain koi. Select a pump 
and filter combo that will, on paper, flow at least double the volume of your pond each hour. By the time you 
get reduced flow due to plumbing restrictions, slime build up in the pipes, etc, you will not be oversized. Use 
valves after the pump to reduce flow as needed. Make as much of the pond area at least three feet deep as 
possible. Minimize the shallow areas.  
 
Use the shape of the pond and water flow to minimize “dead spots”  - areas that have little water flow or 
movement. You don’ t want a swirling toilet bowl feel, but too many kickouts and side lagoons creates areas that 
do not have good oxygenation.  
 
2) Plan ahead for later additions/changes. Stub out a separate line or two in the line after the pump, and end 
each stub out with a cap or a valve. You may decide later you want to add a water feature or bog. It’ s a lot 
easier and cheaper to do in the design stages than digging up all your plumbing to modify it later.  
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3) Bogs. Putting all your plants in the pond is very pretty, but can interfere with maintenance, allow fish to root 
and muddy the water, and add to the organic debris that your filter system has to handle. A well designed bog 
behind the pond or to the side, a few inches higher than the pond level, helps settle out fine debris, and the 
plants’  nutritional needs help to keep the water clearer. In addition, you allow more actual room for fish in the 
pond. A minimal flow (1/2”  pvc line with a valve to cut down flow even further) into the bog, with a gravity 
return to the pond, is fairly easy to rig up.  
 
Use a hard plastic water feature pond (Home Depot or Lowes) that holds 80-150 gallons. Get enough cheap 3 to 
5 gallon planting containers to pack the bog. Plant Kingdom on Golf Links has used ones for 50 cents each – 
check the bog depth first- you want the containers to be within a couple of inches of the height of the water line. 
Drill multiple ¼” holes in the sides of each container. Line the container with cloth or thin polyester batting 
(quilting material from Wal-Mart or a fabric store) to keep the sand in. Plant 3-4 new shoots of water loving 
marginals (canna, umbrella plant, pickerel reed, dwarf cattail, water iris, etc) in coarse sand from a desert wash.  
USE NO FERTILIZER OR SOIL.  
 
Each spring, you should shut off the flow to the bog, pull all the containers, divide the plants (they will FILL the 
containers in one season and begin to grow together) and replant 3-4 shoots in fresh sand.  
 
4) Maintenance.  Keep crud out of the pond.  Remove fallen leaves, debris, and dead plant material frequently. 
This reduces areas where bacteria and parasites can thrive. You don’ t want a sterile system, just a clean one. Do 
a fall and spring cleanup (see article on SAKA website). 
 
No matter what kind of pond you design – the first rule is: ENJOY IT! A well designed system can take many 
forms, but if the water is clear and your fish are healthy, you’ ll enjoy it that much more. 
 
Happy ponding! 
Noel L Shaw, D.C., K.H.A.  
520 400-0335 
 
Questions? Comments? Complaints? 
koifixer@yahoo.com  
 

Kawarigoi Korner 

 
 

The Shiro Utsuri Grow Out Challenge 
Laurel Nason 
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Sugar Loaf Koi (Sugar Loaf ,NY) offered members of the World Wide Koi Club the opportunity to buy 4-5 in Shiro 
Utsuri  for $50 each (plus shipping) from a well known bloodline with the opportunity to enter the grow out competition. 
In this case, I selected the “random” option which is to basically have one show up at my door sight “unseen” .  I’m 
excited to have the opportunity to receive offspring from a Japanese bloodline which is known for its shiro (white) and 
Sumi (Black) contrast. With tosai, black usually is thickest near the tail and gradually comes up on the front of the fish as 
the fish matures. The shiro utsuri I own at present are also from Japan and a different breeder, but unfortunately, most 
have a version of carp pox on their tails. All of the koi offered in this competition now have owners and Sugar Loaf koi 
will be shipping these koi out within the next few days/week. The object of the grow-out is to keep logs and assess the 
koi’s growth against its siblings being raised by other pond owners. Although my QT holding pond is small by normal 
standards (800 gallons) so growing it to large proportions at the end of the season will be a challenge, our Tucson water is 
very hard which seems to bode well for developing the Sumi on koi. I’ ll keep members up to date as the season progresses 
with pictures through future newsletter or education briefings. 

Upcoming SAKA Business Meetings 
 
� � � � � Location 
May 18, 2008 Host: Karen and Jerry Wilson – Phone 207-6412 
June 22, 2008 Host: Curt and Lisa Ogren – Annual Potluck 
July 27, 2008 Host: Concy Richardson 
August 24, 2008 Host:  Open – tentative Phyllis Tampio 
September 28, 2008 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 
October  26, 2008 Host: Kazumi and Anson Tripp 
November 7-9, 2008 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 7, 2008 Host: Bruce and Wanda Triebel – Christmas Party 
Jan 2009 Host: Open 
Feb 2009 Host: Open 
March 2009 Host: Open 
Apr il 2009 Host: Open 
May 2009 Host: Open 
 

Upcoming KOI Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
6th Annual Dallas Koi K ichi 
Group Show  

June 6-8, 2008 
Fr isco Square, Fr isco Tx.  
Wwwl dallaskoikichi.org 

Nozomi Young Koi Show June 14, 2008 
Pan Intercorp Grounds 
Kenmore, Wa 
www.koi.com 

27th Annual AKCA Seminar  
 

June 26-28, 2008 
Hyatt Regency (904) 588-1234 
Jacksonville, Fl 
Contact: Jan Brown (904) 269-2504 
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29th Annual SAKA  
Koi Show and Auction 

November  7-9, 2008 
Kino Veterans Memor ial Park 
Tucson, Az. 
Contact: Bob Panter  (520) 747-7278 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
 

Tucson Area Pond Tour  May 2009 
Contact Debbie Shaw 
 castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club  
   members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) ______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip ____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  _____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA” 
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
Annual Membership 

Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29 
of the next year.  If paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1 
$15.00, October $12.50, 
November $10.00, December $7.50. 
http://www.sakoia.org 
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA 
 

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover 
2891 W. Ribera Place 

Tucson, AZ 85742  


