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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Business 

SAKA AIMS 
a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its 
culture 
 
b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public 
welfare and the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest. 
 
c) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi. 
 
d) To promote Nishiki Koi. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition. 
 
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds. 
 
c) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club. 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
a)  A qualified member must be interested in pond culture. 
 
b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good 
standing and have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately. 
 
c) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if a member is found guilty of negligence of his 
duty, is against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or 
insults the Club.
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SAKA Club Officers 

President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary OPEN 
 
 

Treasurer Faye & Winton Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

 

Committees/Points of Contact  

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

29th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 977-2353 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wandakarlik@aol.com 
(520) 572-0060 

 
Editor’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of 
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the 
health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these 
articles for accuracy before including them in the newsletter. 
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President’s Corner  
I would like to take this time to wish all of you a happy new year. Do wish this the best year ever. 
 
Your koi pond, how is it doing? Is your water clear? If not, why not? The winter months should be the best for your pod. 
The water is cold (oxygen levels are up), algae doesn’ t grow well this time of year, and your koi are resting for a great 
spring. What more could you ask for? Please check your water chemical balance just to be sure. Do not wait too late. 
 
The year 2007 was a good year for our club. Successful pond tours in Tucson and Hereford/Sierra Vista, a great summer 
potluck, a successful AKCA Seminar with our VSKC friends, another super koi show and an awesome Christmas party 
with Sanke Santa. Thanks to all of you. Your hard work made all this happen. Thanks again. 
 
How I present to you, 2008? The year of surprise. What is in store for us? Just you wait and see. Things will happen right 
before your eyes. 
 
For the love of koi, 
 

� � � �� � � � 	 
 �
 
Bob Panter, President S.A.K.A. 

Club Announcements 

Member News: 

Congratulations to Debby Young on the birth of her granddaughter 
Happy Belated Birthday wishes to Debbie Shaw 
Happy Birthday to Laurel Nason 

Open Office: 

The position of club Secretary is now open. For members interested in being our secretary (not up for renewal until March 
09)  please contact club President Bob Panter. 

SAKA 10% Discount 
With your SAKA Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, AZ     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 
Oasis Tropical Fish 
3865 N. Oracle 
Tucson, Az 
(520) 408-9700 
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Club Meetings 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse 
the host up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for  meetings in 
2008. We would like to see your  pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurelnason@yahoo.com or 520-977-2353) if 
interested in hosting a meeting. 

Tucson Girls Chorus Performing for SAKA: 
Our February 24th  club meeting will be at the Ramada at Mehl Park. The Tucson Girls Chorus will sing for our club at 
2pm. River and Potatac. The ramada is directly in front of the Tucson Girl's Chorus building. 

Phoenix Koi and Goldfish Show Feb 8th -10th: 
Anyone wishing to volunteer to help with show setup and teardown – please contact Donna Kovacich at 
Ladyivry13@aol.com or 623-327-3908. Their newsletter was sent out electronically with info about their show. 

Breeders Class Las Vegas, NV March 21st-23rd: 
Register for the opportunity to listen to Japanese Breeders @ the Palace Station Hotel and Casino. Registration $325 for 
single, $600 for a couple.  

27th AKCA Seminar – Jacksonville, Fl June 26th-29th: 
There is a SAKA scholarship application form at the back of this newsletter for club members who have not been to a 
seminar and would like to attend. The club sets aside some scholarship money each year for attendance. There is a 
seminar application form to mail in also included in this newsletter (last page). On-line registration and further 
information can be obtained by visiting the AKCA website: www.akca.org or contacts listed on the form. 

SAKA Christmas Party Pictures: 
Our Christmas party pictures are posted on our website at http://www.sakoia.org . Santa Sanke looked a little different 
than last year … 

  
A well dressed Santa ….                                            Good one, Dave – Santa lost his beard chuckling over that request 
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December’s Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location: December 9th at Bruce and Wanda Triebel’s home 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 4:49 PM 
 
Oct Minutes:  Accepted as is. 
 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Current balance: $17,274.30 
 
Membership:  72 
 
Correspondence: Letter from the Fish Lady for all Koi Hobbyists in Athens, Ga in Feb is a 3 day seminar that costs 
$500 on Koi Health. The club received a letter of resignation from Concy Richardson as Club Secretary. We received 
various newsletters from other clubs. Additional correspondence received from Valley of the Sun Koi Club on their Koi 
show in Feb 2008. 
 
AKCA: None 
 
2007 Koi Show: Show Chairman Bob Panter reports: 
1) Banners – Director of the Kino Center went to Public Works and had our banners taken down from the crosswalk even 
with permits in place. Lots of discussion regarding next year and signage. 
2) We received a packet from the county which is a reformatting of permits for 2008 which they would like our inputs. 
3) Koi show expenses were greater than $6K. We received a refund of $1334 from the county. The koi auction brought in 
$4815, silent auction $940 and $965 on raffle/memberships. The club netted a profit of $3,223.21. 
4) Thanks to everyone who helped at the Show 
5). Bob and Darlene Panter have volunteered to be the club’s 29th annual Koi Show Chairpersons  
 
Old Business: None. 
 
New Business:   
1). Dan Cover indicated our website dues are up for renewal. 
2). Proposal for up to $3K to purchase a closed-in trailer large enough to hold the majority of koi show/auction items that 
are stored in Doug Wahl’s shed. Approxsize would be 8’  wide by 12’  long and at least 6’  high. Motion on the floor was 
seconded. Motion passed. David Johnson has a closed in trailer that may meet the club needs that he is willing to sell.  
3). The club has some soft-sided tanks that will be made available for club members to purchase for $100 a piece. These 
tanks are on a first come-first serve basis. These tanks new are approx $300 ea and hold about 250 gals. Some of the tanks 
may have small pin-hole leaks. 13 tanks will be available for purchase through March until sold. 
4). It was recommended to have our club website be added to our banners, raffle tickets, posters, membership enrollment 
forms, club owned vehicles to give interested people another way to contact the club for info. Request to add the website 
to the newsletter enrollment form. 
5). Winner of the Host Raffle Drawing was Al and Kou Melvin. Congratulations! 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 5:27 PM. 
 
Education:  None. Santa Sanke (thanks Tom) paid all a visit and gave out great gifts. 
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Featured Articles 

Pond Depth 
Par t 2 – Facts 

http://www.japanese-koi-fish.com/chr is%20on%20koi/koi%20pond%20depth%20part%202%20facts.htm 

by Chr is Neaves South Afr ica all r ights reserved 
 
Pond depth also needs to be defined. A pond 2 meters deep is considered deep. A pond 3 meters deep is considered a 
tourist attraction. A pond 1 meter deep is considered shallow by many enthusiasts. Ponds below 50cm should not have 
Koi in them. I agree, however, there are many Koi keepers who have ponds and water features that are 50cm deep. They 
have Koi living quite happily in them. 
 
We can confidently define a deep pond as a pond that is 2 meters or deeper. Shallow ponds are defined as 80cm - 1.2 
meters in depth. Anything in between is a medium depth pond. 
 
One finds that statements on pond depth originate from the UK and from Japan. The main reason for deep ponds in these 
countries is their extremely cold and more importantly - long winters. In parts of Japan and the UK pond water 
temperatures frequently drop below 50C in the long winter months. Some ponds freeze over. Not only this, they remain 
very cold for much longer periods than in South Africa. It is the length of time that ponds remain cold that is problematic 
for Koi. 
 
What is a problem with temperature, and this has been widely published in the UK, is the length of winters. In order to 
bring some relief to Koi in long, cold winters, deep ponds are made. At 40C a peculiar thing happens to water, an 
inversion takes place. The "colder" water rises and the "warmer" water sinks. This is why ice floats. The middle water is 
then drawn to keep the lower levels stable and undisturbed. The Koi can settle in the lower regions and wait out the winter 
months in a state of semi-hibernation. 
 
In South Africa we do not experience water temperatures as low or for as long as in the UK and Japan. As a matter of fact 
many overseas visitors have made the comment that South Africa has ideal conditions for growing Koi - long hot 
summers and short mild winters in most parts of the country. 
 
The other information regarding depth and growth is split into camps of different opinions. One claims that the vertical 
swimming provided by depth is very important for growth and body shape. Another camp claims that it is the increased 
water pressure of deep ponds that influences body shape during growth. And another opinion is that the air bladder needs 
depth - i.e. pressure. There is one further theory I have come across about depth - Koi need depth because they have to 
stand on their tails to feed. The exponents of this latter theory claim that because Koi cannot stand on their tails in shallow 
ponds they cannot feed properly and consequently do not grow (??!). 
 
Depth will affect body shape to a certain degree, as the muscles exercise against the pressure. Depth will possibly 
strengthen the air bladder but can someone please explain the theory of vertical swimming having an influence on body 
shape and growth? Exactly how does swimming vertically improve body shape? Even in the east there does not seem to 
be consensus on depth amongst enthusiasts as Takayuki Izeki made a statement in Nichirin - " if water is deeper (2 
meters) the water pressure hinders growth and a good body shape cannot be hoped for. 
 
Another factor not mentioned with regard to pond depth is that, in some countries, it is much cheaper to dig down an extra 
meter to increase water capacity than it is to extend the surface area for the same purpose. 
 
Perhaps we should reach common ground. Is water temperature essential for growth? Yes. We know Koi do not grow in 
low water temperature. It is easy to see that there will be no growth in a deep pond with a water temperature of 50C. 
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However, there will be growth in a shallow pond with water temperature of 250C. Common ground has been reached. 
Temperature is essential for growth. 
 
Is oxygen essential for growth? Yes. The examples in the above paragraph apply here as well. I have come across an 
interesting claim that it is very difficult to grow jumbo Koi on the high veldt in South Africa (6,000 feet above sea level). 
If I recall correctly, this persons definition of a jumbo Koi was 75cm or bigger. It was maintained that we cannot get 
enough oxygen into the water. About 20% less oxygen can be dissolved into water on the high veldt than at the coast. 
Couple this with the high water temperatures we get in our ponds and he could very well be right. (both altitude and 
temperature affect oxygen levels in water). 
 
Is water quality essential for growth. Yes. If the water quality is poor your Koi will probably not be growing because they 
are dead. Jokes aside, water quality is applicable in all circumstances. 
 
Is food, or more specifically nutrition, essential for growth? Yes. A group of Koi in a deep pond that never receive any 
food will not grow. Koi in a shallow pond that do receive food will grow. 
 
Nutrition from birth is possibly the most critical factor in achieving growth other than genetics. Plus the closely 
interconnecting factors of oxygen, water quality and temperature. I request readers to re-read some of the statements I 
made in the article on Koi nutrition. One of the most important was - people are underfeeding their collections on quality 
food, which is one of the main reasons why they do not get growth. 
 
It is a fact that Koi keepers are growing Koi to 70 and 80cm, with very reasonable body shapes, in "shallow" ponds of 
about one meter. It is a fact that jumbo Koi of above 70 - 75 cm are rare, both here and in Japan. Yes, some society 
members have visited very wealthy Koi keepers in the east with ponds full of high quality jumbo Koi, but relative to the 
total numbers of Koi in the world and relative to what we can afford in South Africa, jumbo Koi are rare. Recent personal 
discussions with Takeda san produced the following reply to the question - how many good quality jumbo Koi are there in 
Japan? The reply - maybe a thousand. 
 
This brings us to the crux of the matter - my statement - I have never considered depth to be critical in achieving growth 
(size). Depth may have a minor influence on body shape of some Koi. Depth may have a minor influence on the rate of 
growth in some well fed Koi. But a deep pond cannot and will not guarantee you size. In most cases depth can easily be 
compensated for by exercising the Koi against a current to achieve the ideal body shape. While it is wonderful to have the 
best - i.e. a pond of 2 or 3 meters deep, is this pond depth critical to the growth of the fish? The answer is no. There are 
other factors that can be classified as critical to growth. 
 
At some point we must ask ourselves - do we want to attract people to the hobby with reason and reality? Not everyone 
wants or can afford a tourist attraction. Not everyone wants a pond with hundreds of thousands of litres of water. We 
therefore, have to weigh up the pros and cons of recommendations on pond specifications from a practical point of view 
that will accommodate the wishes, needs and budgets of the vast majority of Koi keepers. 

Kawarigoi Korner 
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Opportunity: Brian Drake at Morninglight Koi Farm is accepting orders for pre-Japan receipt of Kigois, GinRin Kigois 
and Chagois for $150.00 each (shipping not included). When he receives these in late January and they are posted on his 
website they will retail for $300.00 ea. Time is running out to take advantage of this special offer. You can contact Brian 
at MORNINGLIGHT KOI 11404 NE 87th Ave. VANCOUVER, WA 98662, morninglightkoi@aol.com  (360)574-2701  
 
Wor ldwide Koi Club: The WorldWide Koi Club and Koiphen is pleased to announce that the enrollment for membership 
to the club will begin Monday, January 7, 2008 at 2 pm. Please visit the enrollment thread for enrollment instructions ( 
http://www.koiphen.com/forums/showthread.php?t=71300 ). Applications (name, address, email, phone ) and payment 
can be mailed to: Worldwide Koi Club 631 Jefferson Blvd Warwick, RI 02886 or they accept credit cards via paypal. 
Their website www.koiphen.com also operates similar to a blog, and some dealers often have specials through this 
website. PSKOI  ( http://pskoi.com ) has  agreed to sponsor the opening of enrollment , and has graciously offered  to 
provide an enrollment incentive. The first 200 members enrolled or each member enrolled before February 1, 2008, 
whichever comes first, will be eligible for a drawing for a beautiful 17" female Nisei .  
 
Cute Video Clip: For those who receive this newsletter electronically, I will send a wave file that contains a short clip on 
four goldfish that are “ trained”  to swim in formation. The clip is not in English and I don’ t know anyone to translate, so 
hopefully the discussion that accommodates the clip is clean. If I could only train my koi to behave like this at shows. I’ ll 
also see if we can post it to our website. 
 
The Young’s New Year ’s Construction Project: Dave and Debby Young spent New Year’s improving their pond by 
installing some vortex filters and correcting a tree problem. Perhaps they can host a meeting this summer and educate us 
on their successful installation project. 
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Upcoming SAKA Business Meetings 
 
January 27, 2008 Host: Noel and Debbie Shaw 

(520) 400-0335 or  275-4510 
February 24, 2008 Host: Ramada at Mehl Park – Tucson Girls Chorus 
March 23, 2008 Host: Frances Case 
Apr il 27, 2008 Host: Dan  and Martha Cover 
May 18, 2008 Host: Wanda and Bruce Triebel 
June 22, 2008 Host: Curt and Lisa Ogren – Annual Potluck 
July 27, 2008 Host: Open  
August 24, 2008 Host: Open  
September 28, 2008 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 
October  26, 2008 Host: Kazumi and Anson Tripp 
November 7-9, 2008 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 7, 2008 Host: Open – Annual Christmas Party 
Jan 2009 Host: Open 
 

Upcoming KOI Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
VSKC 2008 Greater  Open 
Koi and Goldfish Show 

February 8-10, 2008 
Chinese Cultural Center  
North 44th Street 
Phoenix, Ar izona 
http://www.VSKC.net 

21st annual San Diego Koi 
Show 

February 16,2008 
Activity Center , Del Mar Fairgrounds 
Contact:  Tom Graham 760-451-1698 
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27th Annual AKCA Seminar  
 

June 26-28, 2008 
Hyatt Regency (904) 588-1234 
Jacksonville, Fl 
Contact: Jan Brown (904) 269-2504 

 
29th Annual SAKA  
Koi Show and Auction 

November  7-9, 2008 
Venue: TBD 
Tucson, Az. 
Contact: Bob Panter  (520) 747-7278 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club  
   members 

 
 
Club aff i liation (for special price) ______________________ 
 
Subscr iber s’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr iber s mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip ____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  _____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “ KOI USA”  
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
 

Annual Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29 
of the next year.  I f paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1 
$15.00, October $12.50, 
November $10.00, December $7.50. 
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 
 

M ake Checks payable to: SAK A 
 

Mail to: Faye &  Winton Hall 
6775 North Los Arboles Circle 

Tucson, AZ 85704-4110  
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Southern Arizona Koi Association www.sakoia.org 

Scholarship Application Form 
To attend the 27th Annual AKCA Seminar 

Due 3/25/08 
Mail to Club President Bob Panter 3552 South Chesin Drive Tucson, AZ   85730 

  
 
  
 
  
 
Name : _______________________________________________________ 
 
  
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Phone number: __________________________________________  
 
  
 
Why do you want to attend the 27th Annual AKCA Seminar in Jacksonville, Fl?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you hope to gain and/or learn from the 27th Annual AKCA Seminar?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will you hope to give back to the Southern Arizona Koi Association, if you are selected to receive some support to 
attend the 27th Annual AKCA Seminar?  
 
 
 
 


