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Southern Arizona Koi Association Inc. Club Contacts

SAKA, Inc Club Officers

President Bob Panter
sakabob@yahoo.com
(520) 747-7278
Vice President David Young

koi man@mindspring.com
(520) 682-7697

Secretary Faye Hall
(520) 297-1253
Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover

mardan79@msn.com
(520) 297-4071

Committees/Points of Contact

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw
castl erockkings@cox.net
(520) 275-4510

30" Koi Show Co- Bob and Darleen Panter
Chairperson(s) dpanteraz@cox.net
(520) 747-7278

AKCA Representative Debby Young
debbyt@akca.org
(520) 682-7697

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason
laurel nason@yahoo.com
(520) 977-2353

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw
koidoc@noel shawdc.com
(520) 400-0335

Membership Chairperson Faye Hall
(520) 297-1253

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel
wkt56@comcast.net
(520) 572-0060
Scholarship Committee Erin Riley eriley@aol.com
(520) 818-6490

Editor’'s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from avariety of
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the
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health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these
articlesfor accuracy before including them in the newsdletter.

President’ s Corner

Happy New Year to all.

What awonderful time of year here in Tucson, Arizona. During the day a nice 68-70 degreesF and at night a cool 40-55
degrees. Yes, Lifeis good.

How about that clear pond? Y ou can see the very bottom and all those beautiful koi. What a sight to look at. Love those
graceful koi. Now really think for amoment. Clear water, beautiful and graceful koi. How could anything be wrong?
Think again, when was the last time you checked your water quality? Just because you have clear water does not mean
you have good water. So, please check your water quality. Spring is not that far off, and when you have good quality
water, your koi will love you for it when they start coming out of hibernation.

Pond Tour 2009 is coming in just afew short months. Next month is the AKCA seminar in San Diego. Hope all of you
can attend. Learn at the seminar. Check out all the vendors and have a great time.

Committee budgets are due A.S.A.P., please get these in. Y our 2009 dues are due March 1%,

A big thanksto all of you for making our club what it is. You are SAKA, Inc.

For the love of koi,

President SAKA, Inc.

Club Mestings

Hosting M eetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming busi ness/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for meetingsin 2009. We would
liketo see your pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurel nason@yahoo.com or 520-977-2353) if interested in hosting a
meeting.

SAKA, Inc 10% Discount
With your SAKA, Inc Membership Card at:

Boyd Equipment Center Mountain View Koi Fish & Aquatic Plants
3625 S Country Club Road 3828 E. Kedling Road

Tucson, Az Hereford, Az 85615

(520) 792-2244 or (520) 378-3710

1 (800) 844-2244

Oasis Tropical Fish Patty’s Water Plants

3865 N. Oracle By Appt Only

Tucson, Az E. Benson Highway, Tucson Az

(520) 408-9700 (520) 294-0748

Club Announcements

Welcome New and Returning Members:
Tim Roehr
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Congratulations:
Dan and Martha Cover for SAKA, Inc Koi Persons of the Y ear

Member News:

Happy Belated Birthday wishesto Noel Shaw
Happy Belated Birthday wishes to Debbie Shaw
Happy Birthday to Laurel Nason

Newsdletter Editor Opening:
The club islooking for avolunteer to take over the newsletter responsibilities as soon as possible but not later than
January 2010. If anyone isinterested, please email me (laurelnason@yahoo.com).

Used Pond Equipment for Sale:

Have 3 Laguna pre-filter (2 or 3 stage) and 3 Laguna bio-filter boxes available (see picture). Used pumps with these
prefilters and biofilters also available for anyone looking to set up a QT system. If interested, contact
dick_hulcher@cox.net or laurelnason@yahoo.com) .

December’ s Business Meeting Minutes
Date & Location: Bruce and Wanda Triebel, December 7, 2008

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 4:42 pm.

Oct Minutes: Motion made to accept and second the Oct Minutes. Motion passed.
Number of membershipsin attendance: 10

Treasurer'sReport: Current balance: $6,777.97

Member ship: 57
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Correspondence: KodamaKoi Farm, Various newsletters

AKCA:
Dan and Martha Cover were nominated and selected as our club’s KOI Person(s) of the Y ear.

2008 Koi Show Committee: The koi show revenue was down dlightly from last year and expenses were higher
due to purchase of the blimp. Overall, the koi show was successful. Our vendors are willing to return for our
30" annual show in 2009. If the venue remains the same again for the koi show, the new Kino Director will
allow our SAKA banner on the crosswalk.

2009 Pond Tour Committee: A few more people are willing to volunteer for the pond tour. More information
next month on dates.

Old Business: Budgets are due by January meeting to the Budget committee. Our paperwork for 501-3C status
isstill tied up with the government.

New Business. Open discussion on subject of buying aclosed in trailer for $8K that could be used strictly for
education purposes (i.e educate kids about koi at schools). No motion made. Additional information to be
gathered, other ideas generated for possible avenues for education and advertising.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 5:34 pm
Education: The club membersin attendance were visited by Sanke Santa with donated presents from Blackwater Creek
Koi FarmsInc., Just Koi Water Gardens, Frontier Koi, Koi Acres, and Kodama Koi Farm. Without their generous and

expedient donation of gifts (less than 8 days from request) our Christmas party would not have been as wonderful. Many
thanks and best wishes for a happy 2009.

SAKA 2008 Christmas Party Pictures:
Our Christmas party pictures are posted on our website at http://www.sakoia.org .

Featured Articles

Teach your Koi To Eat From Y our Hand
By Don Harrawood, SKAPA
(reprinted from LSK C January 2009)

Koi are very sociable critters and love to stay in agroup. They also are less shy when in a group. Your koi can be trained
to eat from your hand if you have enough patience to earn their friendship and trust.

Feed them in the same place every time. Drop a small handful of feed in the water and stay there and observe their
actions. They must see you when they eat. Do not walk away from the pond before they start to eat. They need to learn
that their food comes from you and that you are not a predator. The bravest and hungriest will start to eat and the others
will follow. Withhold food for aday or two if they will not eat during your presence, then try again.

Gradually your koi will equate you with their food. Place your hand close to the water and tease them closer to your hand
with sprinklings of food. Put your hands in the water while they eat. Start with just afew pellets and they gradually will
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understand that their food comes from your hand. Eventually the bravest will start nudging your hand for food. It will be
just a matter of time that their friendship and trust will be yours. Soon all your fish will swim, jump and splash toward you
every time you approach the pond. With some patience, you will be able to tickle their chin, rub their backs, and they may
even suck on your fingers.

In the summer months, koi will have big appetites and when water gets colder, the amount of food they want will be less.
Make sure that you do not over feed your koi, because uneaten food will deteriorate your water quality. Since koi have no
stomach in which to store food, it is best to feed them less at more frequent intervals. As arule of thumb, koi should be
fed at least twice per day.

Koi will eat almost anything that a human does, including meats, vegetables, fruits and cereals. They enjoy treats such as
Cheerios and chopped fruits and vegetables. The best diet for them is awell balanced commercial koi food.

Make sure you have adequate filtration for the waste produced by the number of koi you have and amount of food that
you feed. Nothing is more important for the health of your koi than good water quality, and water quality is greatly
dependent on adequate filtration.

Many pond owners are unaware that while koi are basically bottom feeders in nature, they eat quite a bit of algae.
Although large amounts of pond algae are unsightly, koi enjoy the benefits of being able to eat algae when they want and
as much they want. They generally eat the short “fuzzy” string algae that form on the pond bottom and sides, and ignore
the long stringy algae. Some amount of algae is a healthy condition in our ponds. In the presence of no feed available
(such as vacations), koi will survive on algae for a considerable period of time.

Kawarigoi Korner

Top 20 Frequently Asked Questions

Pt $ % & ! (

Half of the questions are about a fish symptom. The other half occur through several categories. Hundreds of questions are
asked every day.

#20 Does____ Kill Frogs and Snails?
Dimilin does not.
Formalin kills snails and tadpoles, not frogs.
Potassium kills snails, some tadpoles, not frogs.
Salt can kills some snails, others survive. Tadpoles and frogs survive.
#19 Should a Pond Have Gravel on the Bottom?
Hell no.
Accumulation of detritus, solid wastes, causes proliferation of hazardous bacteria.
Production of noxious gases like hydrogen sulfide and methane.

5



http:// www.sakoia.org
January 2009

#18 How Can You Tell Boy From Girl Koi?

Males have breeding tubercles on their gill covers and pectoral finsin springtime, even in pre-mature males.
Females are perfectly smooth on the pecs.

Females are rounder in conformation viewed from the top. Males are streamlined even when heavily fed.
#17 How Do You Measure Salt Levels?

There are three ways. Y ou can drill out a SeaTest hydrometer. It’s hard.

You can run asalt level test, they' re cheap and effective and accurate.

Y ou can use an electronic salinity meter. Easiest.

#16 What Kind of Pump Should | Use?

Submersible pumps are easy to install. They run well and they can move up to 3900 gph.
External pumps are longer lasting and can be more energy efficient. Parts are available for external pumps. Shock hazards
are reduced. They don’t clog up because of the leaf trap, which is easy to clean.
Wisdom of the pump sock. (Defeats pump).

#15 What Should | Do About Herons?

Heron decoys usually don’t work and may attract other herons.

Gator head works.

Scarecrow works.

Netting works well.

Trip linesdon’t work well.

#14 Do Frogs and Birds Carry Fish Parasites?

No, it'sthe LEAST likely mode of transmission.

Can it happen? Yes.

Doesit happen, rarely?

Parasite must resist drying or be abundant to be carried in water droplet.

NOT in stools or urine.

#13 Can Koi and Goldfish Breed?

Heck yeah.

But goldfish will not allow any Koi fry to live.

Koi WILL allow goldfish eggs and fry to survive.

What kind of babies do you end up with in Koi x goldfish polyculture? Just goldfish.
#12 Why Didn’t Bug-b-gone Work?

Usually, it's because it may be a poor dose, or not strong enough.

Just as often, the person is treating a crashed ph (untested) with parasite remedy.
Sometimes the medicine is defeated by UV, carbon, filtration, and organics.

#11 My Goldfish and Koi Are Chasing Each Other

Usually they are spawning.

If water quality is good, the fish will heal.

If it is not they will ulcerate.

If the female is outnumbered, she could die.

Pond should not have sharp rocks at edge!

#10 Red Wormsin the Filter!

Tubifex or bloodworms.

Carry no pathogens for Kai.

Carry myxobolus for salmonids!

Eaten on sight, which iswhy they only exist in filter.

#9 Food & Storage, What's Right?

Best food has fish or shrimp meal as first ingredient

Less corn and less plant protein is better.

Avoid ingredient splitting.
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Look for stabilized vitamin C

Refrigerate, do NOT freeze the food.

#8 What'sthe Best Way to Preparefor Winter?

Make sure the waterfall is off at night and when temps are dropping
Never put fish to “bed” with leaves and solids on pond bottom

Salt at end of year.

Do not disturb bottom-most level of water

Keep aholein the ice with a cattle trough heater.

Feed Cheerios and wheat germ in the Fall for fish and filter.

#7 Should | Do Water Changesin My Pond?

Common question

Topping off is not awater change

20% every two weeks.

75% every 2-3 months

Always dechlorinate

#6 Should | run aUV and pump all Year?

Run the pump all year. In winter, be careful about the bottom limnion and supercooling.
Run the UV as needed to control algae.

UV kills “good” microorganismsin water too, including bacteriophages.
Spare the bulb and run it in the Spring.

#5 How many fish can | keep in my pond?

There are lots of numbers

I like: “One inch of fish per ten gallons of water.”

One inch of fish per square foot of surface areaif you have little or no filtration.
#4 1s String Algae bad? Solutions?

String algaeis good.

All algaeis good

Consumes O2 at night

String algae kill’ s pumps and flows

Control with ONE Plecostomus

#3 What can | do about green water ?

Major water change to eiminate nitrates

Shade the pond

Reduce feedings

Deploy aveggiefilter

Employ aUV sterilizer.

#2 My Ph IsHigh. How Can | Bring It Down?

Don't.

Unless Ammoniais“up” then be cautious about having it higher than neutral.
#1 My Fish is Sick, What’s Wrong with 1t?

#1 All Time Most Common Question

Useless, too.

Need Checklist info.
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Upcoming SAKA Education and Business Meetings

L ocation
Jan 25, 2009 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter
520-747-7278
Feb 22, 2009 Host: Frances Case
March 22, 2009 Host: Tom Ayers
April 26, 2009 Host: David and Debby Y oung
May 31, 2009 Host: Dan and Martha Cover
June 28, 2009 Host: Mountain View Koi —Annual Potluck
July 26, 2009 Host: Chuck and Phyllis Tampio
August 23, 2009 Host: Open
September 27, 2009 Host: Dave and Terry Johnson
October 25, 2009 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter

November, 2009

NO MEETING: Seeyou at the Show

December 13, 2009

Host:

Christmas Party - Open

Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars

Dates/L ocation

AK CA 28" Annual Seminar

Feb 12-15, 2009

AKCA Seminar & 22" San Diego K oi Show are combined
Del Mar Fairgrounds

San Diego, Ca

www.koiclubsandiego.org or www.akca.or g

Central Florida Koi Show

March 13-15, 2009

Holiday Inn Resort

6515 I nternational Drive

Orlando, FI

Info: http:// koiplace.orlandokoi.org

Valley of the Sun Open Koi
Show

April 3-4, 2009

Japanese Friendship Gardens
Phoenix, Az.

www.vskc.net

Tucson Area Pond Tour

May 2009
Contact Debbie Shaw
castl erockkings@cox.net

(520) 275-4510

30" Annual SAKA, Inc.
Koi Show and Auction

November 2009
Kino Veterans Memorial Park (To be confirmed)
Tucson, Az.




Mail for KOI USA Subscription to
P.O. Box 469070
Escondido, CA 92046
Or
Subscribe on-line at
subscribe@koiusa.com
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Annual Membership
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or
29 of the next year.

Membership Type

Renewal
Lo New Member
Subscribe by phone at
1-888-660-2073 Name:
For 1 year subscription (6 issues) _ Address:
$24.95US for any personin US or Canada
$20.00US special price for AKCA Koi Club City:
members '
State:
Club affiliation (for special price) Zip:
. Phone #:
Subscribers’ name
. . E-mail
Subscribers mailing address
Today’s Date:
. . # of Koi
City, State, Zip
Y ears Keeping Koi:
Pond size:
Phone number

Method of payment

Would you like to host a meeting?

Would you like to serve on a committee?

Check made out to “KOI USA”

____Visaor Master card

Expiration date -
Month year

If yes which one?

Make Checks payableto: SAKA, Inc.

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover
2891 W. RiberaPlace
Tucson, AZ 85742
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February 12-15, 2009 28" AKCA Seminar and San Diego Koi Show — Key Dates

Note: Thereis no free shuttle from the airport to the Marriott San Diego Mission Valley Hotel for the 2009 AKCA Seminar. A taxi
costs $22, Express Shuttle costs $11/person and Cloud 9 Shuttle costs $12/person but the shuttles serve several hotels so are amilk
run. You will need reservations for the shuttles or taxi from the hotel back to the airport also.

Wed Jan 21 Hotel room block at $129/night closes and rooms go up to $199/night if reserved after 1/21/09 Call 800-228-9290
with code KOIKOIA.

Wed Jan 21 Request for seminar registration cancellation required in writing in order to berefundable

Wed Feb 4 Registration for Seminar Thurs. toursand all seminar meals closes, except Sunday Pond Tour, Koi 101
lectures and Package 2 seminar workshops will be available thru the seminar

Wed Feb 11 2009 AKCA Seminar registration desk opens 5-9pm
ThursFeb 12 8am 2009 AKCA Seminar beginswith day Tours

ThursFeb 12 5-7pm 2009 AKCA Seminar Vendor Trade Show openswith no-host bar, cocktail party sponsored by Wm.
Lim (open to the public)

Fri Feb 13 10:30am 3rd Annual American BreedersKoi Show (open to the public)

Fri Feb 13 1-3pm Paint Koi with Patti M agee - $40 per person. Thisclassisoptional but was left off the seminar registration
form and off the akca.org seminar websitein error. If you would like to attend, pleaseregister ASAP asthe classislimited at
25 and Patti needsto know how much material to bring. Thisclass option has now been added to the PayPal akca.or g website
onlineif you want to register online.

Sat Feb 14 9am 2009 Koi Club of San Diego Koi Show (open to the public)

Sun Feb 15 9-1lam American BreedersForum in Cabrillo 1 in hotel followed by Judges comments on KCSD Koi Show
winners (open to the public)

Sun Feb 15 9am-noon Koi 101 special lecturesin Sierra5 & 6in hotel (open to the public)

Sun Feb 15 1:30pm Participation Koi Judging at koi show site (open to the public)

SunFeb 15 2pm Vendor Auctionsat koi show site (open to the public)
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