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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Inc. Club Contacts 

SAKA, Inc Club Officers 
President Bob Panter   

sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover 
mardan79@msn.com 
(520) 297-4071 

Committees/Points of Contact  
2009 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 

castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

30th Koi Show Co-
Chairperson(s) 

Bob and Darleen Panter 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
(520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 977-2353 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership Chairperson Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wkt56@comcast.net 
(520) 572-0060 

Scholarship Committee Erin Riley  elriley@aol.com 
(520) 818-6490  

 
Editor’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of 
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the 
health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these 
articles for accuracy before including them in the newsletter. 
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President’s Corner 

Boy how time flies.  It is time to renew your Club Membership.  I do hope you all come back.  You have made our Club 
the best in the country.  A big thanks to all.   
  
This is the time of the year to really keep an eye on your koi, and pond.  The weather keeps jumping back and forth.  One 
day it is warm the next is cold.  Your water temperature does not know where to be at.  It just keeps swinging back and 
forth.  Warm, cold, warm, cold.  What kind of effect does this have on your koi?  What kind of effect would it have on 
you?  Keep an eye out for your koi.  Take a good look at each and every one of them.  They are your pets.  Keep them 
safe.  Check your water quality. 
  
Education is one word I can not stress enough.  Learn about your koi and your pond.  Talk to others to see how things 
work for them.  Come to the meetings.  What a better way to learn than from each other.  Spread the word, invite a friend,  
have fun. 
  
It is not too soon to mention our spring pond tour.  Pond Tour 2009 will be another good one.  Please mark your calendar 
for the first weekend in May.  Again spread the word. 
  
Election for Vice President, and Secretary will be held at our next meeting.  Everyone please come and cast your vote.  
Remember your vote counts. 
  
I do hope everyone had a great time at the AKCA Seminar in San Diego.  I am sure you brought back a lot of knowledge 
to share with all.   If you have never been to a seminar, please plan to attend one in the future. 
 
For the love of koi, 

� � � �� � � � 	 
 ��President SAKA, Inc.�
SAKA, Inc 10% Discount 
With your SAKA, Inc Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, Az     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 
Oasis Tropical Fish    Patty’s Water  Plants 
3865 N. Oracle     By Appt Only 
Tucson, Az     E. Benson Highway, Tucson Az  
(520) 408-9700     (520) 294-0748  

Club Meetings 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host 
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for  meetings in 2009. We would 
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like to see your  pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurelnason@yahoo.com or 520-977-2353) if interested in hosting a 
meeting. 

Club Announcements 

Welcome New and Returning Members:   
No new members this month 
Congratulations:   
Jerry and Karen Wilson for winning the $500 host raffle. 
Newsletter  Editor  Opening:   
The club is looking for a volunteer to take over the newsletter responsibilities as soon as possible but not later than 
January 2010. If anyone is interested, please email me (laurelnason@yahoo.com).  
Used Pond Equipment for  Sale:   
Tim Moore has a 90 gallon plastic pond 60”  long by 42”  wide. It’ s free but a small donation to the club would be 
appreciated. Contact him at targ47@aol.com if interested. 

January’s Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location:  Bob and Darleen Panter’s Home, January 25, 2009 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 3:49 pm. 
 
Dec Minutes:  Motion made to accept and second the Dec Minutes. Motion passed. 
 
Number  of memberships in attendance:  14 
 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Current balance:  $7,049.80 
 
Membership:  57  
 
Correspondence:  Various newsletters forwarded via email to members 
 
AKCA:   
Upcoming key dates for the AKCA seminar were posted in the Jan newsletter. 
 
2009 Koi Show Committee:  None 
 
2009 Pond Tour Committee:  None 
 
Old Business:  Jerry and Karen Wilson were winners of the $500 Host raffle. The club’s  
 501 (3) (c) paperwork is still with the US Govt. 
 
New Business:  The 2009 budget committee members are Faye Hall, Debby Young, Tom Ayers, Martha Cover 
and Darleen Panter. The 2009 Nomination Committee members are Brent V, Jean Marie S and Karen W.  Vice 
President and Secretary club officer positions will be voted on next meeting.  Kodama Koi farm sent out an 
email regarding Seki Shiro Utsuris for $99 each, buy 5 and get free shipping. Bob Panter requested made a 
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motion to be reimbursed for working on the club’s trailer applying the signage. Motion was made and seconded. 
The Valley of The Sun Koi Club’s koi auction is Feb 7-8th at the Chinese Cultural Center in Phoenix. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:21pm 
 
Education: Kohaku training provided by Kodama Koi Farm 

Featured Articles 

UPGRADING YOUR POND 
By Don Harrawood 

Koi Health Advisor. SKAPA  
 
Many ponds are built with a pump inside the skimmer that sends water to a waterfall.  This is the cheapest and 
easiest method.  Their filter consists of a fiber pad inside the skimmer that catches only the large particles.  In 
these ponds, with no bottom circulation, water will not stay clean and clear over the long run.  They generally 
will need a good cleaning every year or two.  These ponds can be vastly improved by the addition of a bottom 
drain and proper filtration equipment, such as a bead filter and U.V light.   Whether the pond is built with a liner 
or with concrete, it is easy to upgrade after the fact.   
  
In most cases, it is possible to install good filtration  in ponds that have already been built without filtration.  
This is accomplished by adding components to your pond without disturbing the concrete or the liner, 
whichever the pond construction may be.  In some cases where the pond already has a bottom drain, an installer 
may hook on to the bottom drain plumbing and install a pump, filter and U.V with little or no problem.  In other 
cases, a bottom drain must be installed on the pond bottom and piped outside the pond to a pump and filter.  The 
drain and pipe installed inside the pond can be constructed with black materials that makes it almost hidden 
from view.  The addition of a few stones and plants can also help hide the drain and flex hose if desired.  When 
installing this equipment, it is recommended that all stones be removed from the pond bottom so that debris can 
freely flow across the pond bottom to the drain.  A few large stones well placed on the pond bottom for esthetics 
is acceptable as long as water can flow around them when returning to the drain. 
  
 Pressurized filters can be almost completely buried in the ground to hide them from view.  Only the top of the 
control head must be exposed for controlling the necessary back washing process.  If you already have a 
filtration system and do not have a skimmer, they are available that can easily be added to your pond.  Again, 
this is done without disturbing the concrete or the pond liner.  These little skimmers are only 10 inches in 
diameter and10 inches tall, but they do a marvelous job of skimming.  They can be connected to an already 
available bottom drain plumbing, or can be installed with their own small pump to furnish adequate flow for 
skimming. 
  
Many ponds in our area have already been upgraded to include these improvements with great success.  True, 
there is a cost involved for these improvements, but the results have been better water quality with much less 
maintenance.   The decision to upgrade your pond is like all decisions.  You need to ask yourself if the 
reduction in maintenance time and improvement in water quality is worth the effort , and can I afford the cost?  
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Kawarigoi Korner 

   
Seki Shiro Utsur i SAKA Growout Challenge 

 
Mr. Kosaku Seki, one of the top authorities of Shiro Utsuris in Japan has made available to the public through Kodama 
Koi Farm 100 of his 1 yr old tosai shiro utsuris. SAKA club members reserved 11 of these koi. We would like the club 
members who have reserved these koi to enter them in the upcoming November SAKA koi show as part of a grow-out 
competition. These koi when we receive them later this month will be 5-7 inches. It will be exciting to see the variations 
in growth, body conformation and patterns of each koi given the various pond owners water quality, nutrition and pond 
characteristics (size, depth, population density). If you’ve never entered koi in a koi show before, this is a great 
opportunity to enter your shiro utsuri in the competition in either the novice class or the open class. Join the challenge and 
let’s give our 30th koi show judges an opportunity to choose amongst some great entries. 
 

Upcoming SAKA Education and Business Meetings 
 
� � � � � Location 
Feb 22, 2009 Host: Frances Case  phone: 886-7211 
March 22, 2009 Host: Tom Ayers 
Apr il 26, 2009 Host: David and Debby Young 
May 31, 2009 Host: Dan and Martha Cover 
June 28, 2009 Host: Mountain View Koi – Annual Potluck 
July 26, 2009 Host: Chuck and Phyllis Tampio  
August 23, 2009 Host: Open 
September 27, 2009 Host: Dave and Terry Johnson 
October 25, 2009 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 
November, 2009 NO MEETING: See you at the Show 
December 13, 2009 Host: The Slonakers 
January 2010 Host: Open 

Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
  
Central Flor ida Koi Show March 13-15, 2009 

Holiday Inn Resort  
6515 International Dr ive 
Or lando, Fl 
Info: http:// koiplace.or landokoi.org 
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Valley of the Sun Open Koi 
Show  

Apr il 3-4, 2009 
Japanese Fr iendship Gardens 
Phoenix, Az.  
www.vskc.net 

Tucson Area Pond Tour  May 2nd-3rd 2009 
Contact Debbie Shaw 
 castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

      
30th Annual SAKA, Inc.  
Koi Show and Auction 

November  2009 
Kino Veterans Memor ial Park (To be confirmed) 
Tucson, Az. 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club 
    members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) 
______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip 
____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  
_____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA” 
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
http://www.sakoia.org 
Annual Membership 

Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 
29 of the next year.  
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA, Inc. 
 

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover 
2891 W. Ribera Place 

Tucson, AZ 85742 

  


