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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Inc. Club Contacts 

SAKA, Inc Club Officers 
President Bob Panter   

sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Lynn Riley 
(520) 818-6490 

Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover 
mardan79@msn.com 
(520) 297-4071 

Committees/Points of Contact  
2009 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 

castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

30th Koi Show Co-
Chairperson(s) 

Bob and Darleen Panter 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
(520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Brent VanKoevering 
Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 

koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership Chairperson Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wkt56@comcast.net 
(520) 572-0060 

Scholarship Committee Erin Riley  elriley@aol.com 
(520) 818-6490  

 
Editor’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of 
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the 
health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these 
articles for accuracy before including them in the newsletter. 
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President’s Corner 
Club members purpose of our club is to promote koi ,  and what a better way to do this than to attend the Valley of the 
Sun Koi Show.  It is a day long event, and will be held at the Japanese Garden April 4th,2009.  It would be great if 
everyone would come and support this event.  Valley of the Sun has supported our Club over the years and continues to 
do so to this date.  Lets all give them a helping hand during these troubled times and show our support. 
 
Please do not forget this month club meeting has been changed to March 29th, 2009.  At this meeting we will have two 
guest speakers, Larry and Pat Christensen.  They will be speaking on a variety of topics so bring all your questions with 
you.  Larry and Pat will be glad to answer each and every one. 
 
Where will you be May 2nd, and 3rd, 2009?  I hope at the 2009 SAKA Pond Tour.  This should be a fantastic event.  There 
will be all kinds of ponds.  This is a good opportunity, for the novice or if you are just thinking about a koi pond, to see 
how each family has integrated a pond into their life.  This will be a good time for the hobbyist to see how others in the 
hobby have made their system work for them.  Don©t be shy get out there and enjoy yourself, have fun with others, and 
support your club. 
 
Spring is upon us.  The water plants are growing, and guess what, your Koi are hungry.  Isn©t that something?  After going 
all winter with very little to eat would you be hungry?  Well lets feed them.  Please remember to check your water quality.  
Your koi will love you for doing that. The quality of your pond water is one of the essentials for keeping your Koi 
healthy.  Checking your Koi to see how they are moving in the water and if they are being social or not is another.  These 
are just a couple of questions to ask; if they are not being social, why, and if they are not swimming well, why? 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful Spring time, and all your Koi, plants and ponds remain healthy. 
 
For the love of Koi, 

� � � �� � � � 	 
 ��President SAKA, Inc.�
SAKA, Inc 10% Discount 
With your SAKA, Inc Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, Az     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 
Oasis Tropical Fish    Patty’s Water  Plants 
3865 N. Oracle     By Appt Only 
Tucson, Az     E. Benson Highway, Tucson Az  
(520) 408-9700     (520) 294-0748  

Club Meetings 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host 
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for  meetings in 2009. We would 
like to see your  pond! Bob Panter if interested in hosting a meeting. 
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Club Announcements 

Welcome New and Returning Members:   
David Carlson, Patricia Carlson 
 
Congratulations:   
Lynn Riley, Elected SAKA Secretary 2009-2011 
David Young, Elected Vice President 2009-2011 
 
2009 Pond Tour  – We are still in need of a few ponds:   
Please contact Debbie Shaw (castlerockkings@cox.net (520) 275-4510) if you are interested in putting your pond on the 
Tucson Area Pond Tour for May 2nd or May 3rd. If you were not on last year’s pond tour or if you have made significant 
upgrades or redesigns and would like to share your backyard oasis with us, we would love to see it. Proceeds from the 
pond tour help us put on our annual Koi Show and this is our 30th year (Nov 13-15th). We are one of only 3 clubs in the 
USA that has held that many consecutive shows.  
 
Club Position Change:   
Brent VanKoevering will be assuming the club newsletter editor position as of April 1st. Welcome Brent! Laurel has 
enjoyed being your newsletter editor for the past 2+ years and will be contributing articles when in between classes 
towards a master’s certificate program. Thank you for your support these last few years. 
 

SAKA Koi Person(s) of the Year : Dan and Martha Cover 
 

                                                        
 
Mountain View Koi Fish and Aquatic Plants Anniversary Sale (Apr il 25th), Hereford, Az:   
Lisa and Curt will be holding a one day business anniversary Sale on Saturday April 25th from 9am-5pm. 10% off 
everything and free drawing for fish, plants and some pond products. There is no Sierra Vista/Hereford Pond Tour this 
year. 

SAKA Koi Rescue 
The Club recently rescued some Koi. At the next Business meeting, we’ ll discuss making these available to 
people via auction or donation.  
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February’s Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location:  France Case’s Home, January 25, 2009 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 3:36 pm. 
 
Jan Minutes:  Motion made to accept and second the Jan Minutes. Motion passed. 
 
Number  of memberships in attendance:  15 
 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Current checking working account balance:  $6441.66 
 
2009 Membership:  11 paid members for 2009-2010 
 
Correspondence:  a few newsletters forwarded via email to members 
 
AKCA:  None 
 
Budget Committee:  The budget committee met and provided an itemized budget for 2009-2010. Amounts 
shown are realistic based on expense history and economy concerns. 
 
2009 Koi Show Committee:  The 2009 SAKA 30th Koi Show will be November 13-15th. 
 
2009 Pond Tour Committee:  The SAKA 2009 Pond Tour preparations are underway. Contacting pond 
owners to get commitments for May 2nd and May 3rd. 
 
Old Business:  The club income taxes will be filed using a tax professional. Cost to the club is $50. 
 
New Business:  March meeting was requested to be moved from March 22nd to March 29th to accommodate 
guest speakers Larry and Pat Christenson who are goldfish, Koi and ZNA certified judges. Motion made and 
seconded. Motion passed. Education meeting will start at 3pm. 
 
The Valley of the Sun Koi Club will be holding their 2009 Koi show one day only (April 4th) at the Japanese 
Friendship Gardens.  
 
The Tucson Water Gardeners will hold their annual water plant sale at Reid Park on Sunday May 17th. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:16 pm 
 
Education: Noel Shaw discussed spring pond cleaning and koi health 
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Featured Article 
The following article by Erin Riley is a synopsis of a seminar at the 28th AKCA Seminar and 22nd KCSD Koi 

Show in San Diego, CA on February 11 - 15, 2009. 
 

The seminar was: Current Koi Disease and Treatment by Nicholas Saint-Erne. 
 
Nicolas Saint-Erne first started out by discussing the World Aquatic Veterinary Medical Association for those 
who both are in need of an aquatic vet and those who are interested in being listed in the WAVMA directory.  
The mission of the World Aquatic Veterinary Medical Association is to serve the discipline of aquatic veterinary 
medicine in enhancing aquatic animal health and welfare, public health, and seafood safety, in support of the 
veterinary profession, aquatic animal owners and industries, and other stakeholders.  Anyone who is interested 
in finding an aquatic vet or just keeping up on the latest information can access the web site at WAVMA.org. 
 
Another resource for aquatic veterinary assistance or additional information on koi disease and treatments is 
found at aquavetmed.info. 
 
A significant amount of time was spent on Koi Herpes Virus (KHV) as this is a disease that is of major concern 
for people who breed, transport, show, and/or buy koi.  The most obvious symptom of KHV is observed when 
looking at the gills in an advanced stage.  The virus affects the membranes of the gills such that they are 
eventually sloughed off, leaving the underlying cartilage visible. The best way to test for KHV is using kidney 
tissue as the virus localizes there; however, this is usually only done after the koi dies. 
 
He made a significant point that KHV is not usually reported in the USA.  This is due to most other countries 
believing that KHV is prevalent throughout the country so everyone already assumes it is here and doesn’t see 
any need to report the obvious. 
 
The virus is viable at 60 – 82 � F, but was found to still be active at 39 � F in one study.  It was however 
inactivated when subjected to 95 � F for 2 days or UV light.  Most of the typical disinfectants used are only 
effective when treating for at least 20 minutes, which included those most frequently used to wash nets and 
bowls. 
 
There was a short update on Hikkui Disease.  He stated that no one really knows what it is yet – bacteria 
versus virus.  The symptoms of this disease are the erosion of epithelial cells (skin cells).  Since they haven’t 
figured out what the cause is or if it is several diseases with similar symptoms, there is not any one cure for it 
that works for everyone right now. 
 
For identification purposes, there was a short discussion on microchip implanting.  In the past the microchip in 
use was about the size of a grain of rice, however, the technology has allowed the microchip to be reduced to 
about 1/8th the size of a grain of rice now.  Also, the old chip would only allow a number to be read from it.  All 
the information pertaining to the koi or any other animal implanted with one of these microchips would have to 
be kept separately.  So any data (breeder, owner, health, etc.) that would follow the animal implanted with the 
chip would only be available to those who knew who held the data such as the Kennel Club for dogs and the 
Jockey Club for horses. 
 
The new microchip, along with being significantly smaller, is also capable of holding more information.  It will 
still have a number assigned, but also is able to keep additional data on the chip which can be updated.  For 
purposes of implanting koi, there is still some discussion on the best anatomical location for the chip to be 
easily located and scanned.  It has been suggested that the belly, between the pectoral fins might be the best 
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location.  But then there may be some problems associated with scanning it if you can’t easily bag the fish so 
you can get the reading instrument close enough to scan the chip. 
 
Next, Nicholas spoke on a new product called MinnFinn.  It has just been released, but has been tested for the 
last few years.  It is a parasite treatment which is biodegradable and non-toxic.  He has several studies in 
which the treatment was used with the biofilter running and saw only minimal increases in Nitrites and 
Ammonia levels; however it is recommended that the biofilter be turned off during treatment.  A couple of 
testers also reported that they found it controlled the algae bloom in their ponds, but it is not marketed for this 
purpose. 
 
It is a two-part system in which you administer the treatment for 1 hour then you add the neutralizer which 
comes with it in the package.  He stated that the pH may drop about 0.2, but then will come back up shortly 
after the neutralizer has been administered.   
 
I’m not too sure how practical it would be for someone who needed to treat an entire pond as the 1 liter product 
description says it will treat about 2000 gallons.  However, for someone who wanted an effective treatment for 
new fish or a few in a quarantine tank it should work well. 
 
He showed many studies in which they used the MinnFinn on koi and goldfish that had significant infestations 
of external parasites such as flukes, trichodina, costia, and ichthyophthirius.  They found is was very effective 
with a single use, however when using a second treatment 2 days later they found that virtually all the 
parasites were gone both externally and on the surfaces of the gills.  In fact, 30 days after the second 
treatment only one fish had one gill fluke. 
 
The last subject Nicolas spoke on was euthanasia.  He stated that freezing was not an approved method for 
koi.  There are a couple of approved methods which he gave information on.  The first would be using a dose 
of 10X anesthesia and leaving the fish for 1 hour after movement stops.  The second is a new product called 
Euthenase which is used for short term fish tranquilizing in low doses and euthanasia in high doses.  A third 
method that he suggested if you have no other course of action would be to use baking soda which increases 
the carbon dioxide in the water and lowers the pH below 7.  He said that you would add 1-2 ounces of soda per 
quart of water and mix well until dissolved.  The carbon dioxide gas will make the fish unconscious.  He only 
recommended this as a last resort for small fish. 
 
Anyone wishing to contact Nicolas Saint-Erne or obtain more information on these topics should access the 
web-sites listed at the top of the article. 

Kawarigoi Korner 
   

KODAMA KOI FARM Special Offer : 
Study Tategoi Program 2 

KOI: Dainichi Showa Tosai (1 year old), about 5-7 in. 
AVAILABILITY: Only 150 Released. 

PRICE : $99.00 per KOI + $95 Shipping OR Buy 7 & Get A FREE Shipping (No other Koi can be included) 
To reserve your Dainichi Showa, 

Call Cori at 808-623-2997 or 808-354-7032 
*Please never wait. The 1st Tategoi program (Seki Shiro Utsuri) was gone within only two weeks. 
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Upcoming SAKA Education and Business Meetings 
 
� � � � � Location 
March 29, 2009 Host: Tom Ayers:  (520) 881-4844 
Apr il 26, 2009 Host: David and Debby Young 
May 31, 2009 Host: Dan and Martha Cover 
June 28, 2009 Host: Mountain View Koi – Annual Potluck 
July 26, 2009 Host: Chuck and Phyllis Tampio  
August 23, 2009 Host: Noel and Debbie Shaw 
September 27, 2009 Host: Dave and Terry Johnson 
October 25, 2009 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 
November 2009 NO MEETING: See you at the Show 
December 13, 2009 Host: The Slonakers 
January 2010 Host: Open 
February 2010 Host: Open 
March 2010 Host: Open 

Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
Valley of the Sun Open Koi 
Show  

Apr il 3-4, 2009 
Japanese Fr iendship Gardens 
Phoenix, Az.  
www.vskc.net 

Tucson Area Pond Tour  May 2nd-3rd 2009 
Contact Debbie Shaw 
 castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

      
30th Annual SAKA, Inc.  
Koi Show and Auction 

November 13-15, 2009 
Kino Veterans Memor ial Park (To be confirmed) 
Tucson, Az. 
Contact: Bob and Dar lene Panter  
(520) 747-7278 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club 
    members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) 
______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip 
____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  
_____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA” 
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
http://www.sakoia.org 
Annual Membership 

Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 
29 of the next year.  
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA, Inc. 
 

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover 
2891 W. Ribera Place 

Tucson, AZ 85742 

  


